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Psalms Chapters 1-10
Notes

Question to be considered in the Theocratic Ministry School Review:
2. What are “the sacrifices of righteousness” that Christians offer today? (Ps. 4:5)

*** w06 5/15 p. 18 Highlights From Book One of Psalms ***
4:5. Our spiritual sacrifices are “sacrifices of righteousness” only if they stem from right motives and our conduct 

measures up to Jehovah’s requirements.

Introduction to Psalms
*** si pp. 101-103 Bible Book Number 19—Psalms ***
Writers: David and others
Place Written: Undetermined
Writing Completed: c. 460 B.C.E.

THE book of Psalms was the inspired songbook of true worshipers of Jehovah in ancient times, a collection of 150 sacred songs, or psalms, set to 
music and arranged for the public worship of Jehovah God in his temple at Jerusalem. These psalms are songs of praise to Jehovah, and not only that, 
they also contain prayers of supplication for mercy and help, as well as expressions of trust and confidence. They abound with thanksgivings and 
exultations and with exclamations of great, yes, superlative, joy. Some are recapitulations of history, contemplating Jehovah’s loving-kindness and his 
great deeds. They are packed with prophecies, many of which have had remarkable fulfillments. They contain much instruction that is beneficial and 
upbuilding, all of it clothed in lofty language and imagery that stirs the reader to the very depths. The psalms are a sumptuous spiritual meal, beautifully 
prepared and spread invitingly before us.

2 What is the significance of the book’s title, and who wrote the Psalms? In the Hebrew Bible, the book is called Se′pher Tehil·lim′, meaning “Book of 
Praises,” or simply Tehil·lim′, that is, “Praises.” This is the plural form of Tehil·lah′, meaning “A Praise” or “Song of Praise,” found in the superscription of 
Psalm 145. The name “Praises” is most appropriate, as the book highlights praise to Jehovah. The title “Psalms” comes from the Greek Septuagint, which 
used the word Psal·moi′, denoting songs sung with a musical accompaniment. The word is also found at a number of places in the Christian Greek 
Scriptures, such as at Luke 20:42 and Acts 1:20. A psalm is a sacred song or poem used in the praise and worship of God.

3 Many of the psalms have headings, or superscriptions, and these often name the writer. Seventy-three headings bear the name of David, “the 
pleasant one of the melodies of Israel.” (2 Sam. 23:1) No doubt Psalms 2, 72, and 95 were also written by David. (See Acts 4:25, Psalm 72:20, and 
Hebrews 4:7.) Additionally, Psalms 10 and 71 appear to be a continuation of Psalms 9 and 70 respectively and therefore may be attributed to David. 
Twelve psalms are ascribed to Asaph, evidently denoting the house of Asaph, as some of these speak of events later than Asaph’s day. (Ps. 79; 80; 
1 Chron. 16:4, 5, 7; Ezra 2:41) Eleven psalms are directly attributed to the sons of Korah. (1 Chron. 6:31-38) Psalm 43 appears to be a continuation of 
Psalm 42, and therefore it may also be attributed to the sons of Korah. In addition to mentioning “the sons of Korah,” Psalm 88 also accredits Heman in 
its superscription, and Psalm 89 names Ethan as the writer. Psalm 90 is attributed to Moses, and Psalm 91 is probably Moses’ as well. Psalm 127 is 
Solomon’s. Over two thirds of the psalms are thus ascribed to various writers.

4 The book of Psalms is the Bible’s largest single book. As evidenced by Psalms 90, 126, and 137, it was long in the writing, at least from the time 
Moses wrote (1513-1473 B.C.E.) until after the restoration from Babylon and probably Ezra’s day (537–c. 460 B.C.E.). Thus, the writing is seen to span 
approximately a thousand years. The time covered by the contents is much greater, though, starting from the time of the creation and epitomizing the 
history of Jehovah’s dealings with his servants down to the time of the composition of the last of the psalms.

5 The book of Psalms is one that reflects organization. David himself refers to “the processions of my God, my King, into the holy place. The singers 
went in front, the players on stringed instruments after them; in between were the maidens beating tambourines. In congregated throngs bless God, 
Jehovah.” (Ps. 68:24-26) This gives the reason for the oft repeated expression “To the director” in the superscriptions, as well as the many poetic and 
musical terms. Some superscriptions explain the use or purpose of a psalm or provide musical instructions. (See the superscriptions of Psalms 6, 30, 38, 
60, 88, 102, and 120.) For at least 13 of David’s psalms, such as Psalms 18 and 51, the events spurring their composition are briefly related. Thirty-four of 
the psalms are entirely without superscriptions. The little word “Se′lah,” occurring 71 times in the main text, is generally thought to be a technical term 
for music or recitation, although its exact significance is unknown. It is suggested by some that it indicates a pause for silent meditation in the singing or 
in both the singing and the instrumental music. Hence, it need not be pronounced in reading.

6 From ancient times, the book of Psalms has been divided into five separate books, or volumes, as follows: (1) Psalms 1-41; (2) Psalms 42-72; 
(3) Psalms 73-89; (4) Psalms 90-106; (5) Psalms 107-150. It appears that the first collection of these songs was made by David. Evidently Ezra, the priest 
and “skilled copyist in the law of Moses,” was the one used by Jehovah to arrange the book of Psalms into final form.—Ezra 7:6.

7 The progressive growth of the collection may explain why some of the psalms are repeated in the different sections, such as Psalms 14 and 53; 
40:13-17 and 70; 57:7-11 and 108:1-5. Each of the five sections closes with a blessing pronounced on Jehovah, or a doxology—the first four of these 
including responses by the people and the last one being the entire Psalm 150.—Ps. 41:13, footnote.

8 A very special style of composition is employed in nine psalms; it is called acrostic because of its alphabetic structure. (Psalms 9, 10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 
112, 119, and 145) In this structure the first verse or verses of the first stanza begin with the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, �a′leph (א), the next 
verse(s) with the second letter, behth (ב), and so on, through all or nearly all the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. This may have served as a memory 
aid—just think of the temple singers having to remember songs as long as Psalm 119! Interestingly, an acrostic of Jehovah’s name is found at Psalm 
96:11. The first half of this verse in Hebrew consists of four words, and the initial letters of these words, when read from right to left, are the four 
Hebrew consonants of the Tetragrammaton, YHWH (הוהי).

9 These sacred, lyric poems are written in unrhymed Hebrew verse and display unsurpassed beauty of style and rhythmic flow of thought. They speak 
directly to the mind and heart. They paint vivid pictures. The wonderful breadth and depth, in both the subject matter and the strong emotions 
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expressed, are due in part to David’s extraordinary life experiences, which provide background to many of the psalms. Few men have lived so varied a 
life—as a shepherd boy, a lone warrior against Goliath, a court musician, an outlaw among loyal friends and among traitors, a king and conqueror, a 
loving father beset with divisions in his own household, one who twice experienced the bitterness of serious sin and yet was ever an enthusiastic 
worshiper of Jehovah and lover of His Law. Against such a background, it is little wonder that the book of Psalms runs the entire scale of human 
emotions! Contributing to its power and beauty are the poetic parallelisms and contrasts so characteristic of Hebrew verse.—Ps. 1:6; 22:20; 42:1; 
121:3, 4.

10 The authenticity of these most ancient songs to Jehovah’s praise is amply testified to by their being in complete harmony with the rest of the 
Scriptures. The book of Psalms is quoted numerous times by the writers of the Christian Greek Scriptures. (Ps. 5:9 [Rom. 3:13]; Ps. 10:7 [Rom. 3:14]; Ps. 
24:1 [1 Cor. 10:26]; Ps. 50:14 [Matt. 5:33]; Ps. 78:24 [John 6:31]; Ps. 102:25-27 [Heb. 1:10-12]; Ps. 112:9 [2 Cor. 9:9]) David himself said in his last song: 
“The spirit of Jehovah it was that spoke by me, and his word was upon my tongue.” It was this spirit that had operated upon him from the day of his 
anointing by Samuel. (2 Sam. 23:2; 1 Sam. 16:13) Additionally, the apostles quoted from the Psalms. Peter referred to “scripture . . . which the holy spirit 
spoke beforehand by David’s mouth,” and in a number of quotations from the Psalms, the writer to the Hebrews referred to them either as statements 
spoken by God or introduced them with the words, “just as the holy spirit says.”—Acts 1:16; 4:25; Heb. 1:5-14; 3:7; 5:5, 6.

11 Coming to the strongest proof of authenticity, we quote Jesus, the risen Lord, saying to the disciples: “These are my words which I spoke to you . . . 
that all the things written in the law of Moses and in the Prophets and Psalms about me must be fulfilled.” Jesus was there grouping the entire Hebrew 
Scriptures in the way adopted by the Jews and well known to them. His mention of the Psalms included the whole of the third group of Scriptures, called 
the Hagiographa (or Holy Writings), of which Psalms was the first book. This is confirmed by what he said a few hours earlier to the two on their way to 
Emmaus, when “he interpreted to them things pertaining to himself in all the Scriptures.”—Luke 24:27, 44.

CONTENTS OF PSALMS
12 Book One (Psalms 1-41). All of these are directly ascribed to David except Psalms 1, 2, 10, and 33. Psalm 1 strikes the keynote at the outset, as it 

pronounces happy the man delighting in Jehovah’s law, contemplating it day and night in order to follow it, in contrast with ungodly sinners. This is the 
first pronouncement of happiness found in Psalms. Psalm 2 opens with a challenging question and tells of the combined stand of all the kings and high 
officials of earth “against Jehovah and against his anointed one.” Jehovah holds them in derision and then speaks to them in hot anger, saying: “I, even I, 
have installed my king upon Zion, my holy mountain.” He is the one who will break and dash in pieces all opposition. You other kings and rulers, “serve 
Jehovah with fear” and acknowledge His Son lest you perish! (Vss. 2, 6, 11) Thus the Psalms quickly strike up the Kingdom theme of the Bible.

13 In this first collection, prayers, both of petition and of thanksgiving, are prominent. Psalm 8 contrasts Jehovah’s greatness with man’s smallness, 
and Psalm 14 exposes the folly of people who refuse to submit to God’s authority. 

Psalm 1:1 
*** w09 3/1 p. 17 A Tree “the Foliage of Which Does Not Wither” ***

According to the psalmist, first there are some things we must shun. He mentioned “the counsel of the wicked ones,” “the way of sinners,” and “the 
seat of ridiculers.” To be happy, we need to turn away from those who ridicule or even ignore God’s laws.

*** w07 1/1 pp. 4-5 How You Can Be Successful ***
The psalmist warns of the danger of walking in “the counsel of the wicked ones.” (Psalm 1:1) The chief “wicked one” is Satan the Devil. (Matthew 

6:13) The Scriptures tell us that he is “the ruler of this world” and that “the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.” (John 16:11; 1 John 
5:19) Thus, it is not surprising that much of the counsel heard in the world reflects that wicked one’s thinking.

What kind of advice do wicked ones offer? Generally, wicked ones disrespect God. (Psalm 10:13) Their counsel, which ignores or disrespects God, is 
all around us. Modern society promotes “the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life.” (1 John 2:16) 
The media bombard us with a materialistic “get all you can out of life” philosophy. Worldwide, companies spend over 500 billion dollars (U.S.) a year on 
advertising to persuade people to buy their products—whether consumers need them or not. And this propaganda has done more than simply change 
people’s buying habits. It has warped the world’s view of success.

As a result, even though many possess things that years ago could only be dreamed about, they still have an unquenchable thirst for more material 
things. The feeling is that unless you have these things, you cannot be happy or successful. This thinking is a lie and “does not originate with the Father, 
but originates with the world.”—1 John 2:16.

Our Creator knows what will make us truly successful. His counsel differs from “the counsel of the wicked ones.” Therefore, trying to gain God’s 
blessing while walking along the world’s path to success is like trying to walk on two different roads at the same time. It just cannot be done. No wonder 
the Bible warns: “Do not conform outwardly to the standards of this world”!—Romans 12:2, Today’s English Version.

Do Not Let the World Shape You

The world under Satan’s influence tries to appear interested in our welfare. However, we need to be careful. Remember that Satan selfishly deceived 
the first woman, Eve, to serve his own interests. Then he used her to lead Adam down the path of sin. Today, Satan also uses humans to deliver his 
wicked counsel.

For example, David, mentioned in the preceding article, was expected to work extra hours and to make frequent business trips. “I would leave early 
Monday morning and come back Thursday evening,” said David. Understanding that such sacrifices are needed in order to obtain worldly success, 
sincere friends, family members, and workmates urged David: “Do it for your family.” They reasoned that he would have to keep such a schedule for 
only a few years until he was established. David explained: “They rationalized that this would be better for my family because I could bring home more 
money—I could be more successful. Although I was not with my family, my friends convinced me that I was actually giving more to my family.” Like 
David, many are working hard to give their family everything that they think their loved ones need. But does following this kind of advice lead to 
success? What does a family really need?

David found out while away on a business trip. “I was on the phone with my daughter Angelica, who said: ‘Daddy, why don’t you want to stay home 
with us?’ It was traumatic,” said David. His daughter’s remark strengthened his desire to turn in his resignation. David decided to give his family what 
they really needed—him.
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*** w06 5/15 p. 18 Highlights From Book One of Psalms ***
1:1. Association with those who do not love Jehovah should be avoided.—1 Corinthians 15:33.

*** w04 7/15 pp. 10-12 Do You Find Delight in “the Law of Jehovah”? ***
3 Psalm 1 shows why a godly person is happy. Giving some reasons for such happiness, the psalmist sings: “Happy is the man that has not walked in 

the counsel of the wicked ones, and in the way of sinners has not stood, and in the seat of ridiculers has not sat.”—Psalm 1:1.
4 To be truly happy, we must comply with Jehovah’s righteous requirements. Zechariah and Elizabeth, who had the joyous privilege of becoming the 

parents of John the Baptizer, “were righteous before God because of walking blamelessly in accord with all the commandments and legal requirements 
of Jehovah.” (Luke 1:5, 6) We can be happy if we pursue a similar course and firmly refuse to ‘walk in the counsel of the wicked’ or to be guided by their 
ungodly advice.

5 If we reject the thinking of wicked ones, we will not be ‘standing in the way of sinners.’ In fact, we literally will not be found where they often are—
in places of immoral entertainment or of ill repute. What if we are tempted to join sinners in their unscriptural conduct? Then let us pray for God’s help 
to act in harmony with the apostle Paul’s words: “Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and 
lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14) If we rely on God and are “pure in heart,” we will reject the spirit 
and life-style of sinners and will have clean motives and desires, along with “faith without hypocrisy.”—Matthew 5:8; 1 Timothy 1:5.

6 To please Jehovah, we surely ‘must not sit in the seat of ridiculers.’ Some ridicule godliness itself, but in these “last days,” former Christians who 
have become apostates often prove to be especially scornful in their ridicule. The apostle Peter warned fellow believers: “Beloved ones, . . . you know 
this first, that in the last days there will come ridiculers with their ridicule, proceeding according to their own desires and saying: ‘Where is this promised 
presence of his? Why, from the day our forefathers fell asleep in death, all things are continuing exactly as from creation’s beginning.’” (2 Peter 3:1-4) If 
we never ‘sit in the seat of ridiculers,’ we will avoid the disaster that is sure to befall them.—Proverbs 1:22-27.

7 Unless we take the opening words of Psalm 1 to heart, we could lose the spirituality we have acquired through a study of the Scriptures. In fact, we 
could then go from bad to worse. Our downward spiral might begin if we follow the counsel of the wicked. Then we might associate with them regularly. 
In time, we might even become faithless apostate ridiculers. Obviously, friendship with wicked ones can foster an ungodly spirit within us and can 
destroy our relationship with Jehovah God. (1 Corinthians 15:33; James 4:4) May we never allow that to happen to us!

8 Prayer will help us to keep our minds fixed on spiritual things and to avoid companionship with wicked ones. “Do not be anxious over anything,” 
wrote Paul, “but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving let your petitions be made known to God; and the peace of God that 
excels all thought will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.” The apostle encouraged consideration of things that are 
true, of serious concern, righteous, chaste, lovable, well spoken of, virtuous, and praiseworthy. (Philippians 4:6-8) Let us act in harmony with Paul’s 
counsel and never stoop to the level of wicked ones.

9 Although we reject wicked practices, we do give a tactful witness to others, even as the apostle Paul spoke to Roman Governor Felix “about 
righteousness and self-control and the judgment to come.” (Acts 24:24, 25; Colossians 4:6) We preach the good news of the Kingdom to all sorts of 
people, and we treat them in a kind manner. We are confident that those “rightly disposed for everlasting life” will become believers and delight in 
God’s law.—Acts 13:48.

*** w99 9/1 p. 23 Make Your Life Successful! ***
13 Let us look again at the description of the successful man, recorded at Psalm 1:1-3: “Happy is the man that has not walked in the counsel of the 

wicked ones, and in the way of sinners has not stood, and in the seat of ridiculers has not sat. But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, and in his law he 
reads in an undertone day and night. And he will certainly become like a tree planted by streams of water, that gives its own fruit in its season and the 
foliage of which does not wither, and everything he does will succeed.”

14 Notice first of all that your associations play a big part. Proverbs 13:20 says: “He that is walking with wise persons will become wise, but he that is 
having dealings with the stupid ones will fare badly.” This does not mean being cold, unfriendly, or rude to youths who are not Jehovah’s Witnesses. The 
Bible urges us to love our neighbors and to “be peaceable with all men.” (Romans 12:18; Matthew 22:39) However, you may find yourself ‘walking in the 
counsel’ of those who do not follow Bible standards if you associate too closely with them.

Psalm 1:2 
*** w09 3/1 p. 17 A Tree “the Foliage of Which Does Not Wither” ***

Then we should delight in the law of Jehovah. When we delight in something or some activity, we look for every opportunity to engage in it, do we 
not? So to delight in God’s law means having a deep appreciation for God’s Word, a desire to learn more about it and to understand it better.

Finally, we need to read it “in an undertone day and night.” That means reading the Bible on a regular basis and meditating on what we read. We 
should feel about God’s Word the same way as did the psalmist who sang: “How I do love your law! All day long it is my concern.”—Psalm 119:97.

*** w07 1/1 pp. 5-6 How You Can Be Successful ***
Applying God’s Counsel Results in Success

How can you counteract the negative propaganda so prevalent in this world? The psalmist tells us that the successful and happy person is the one 
whose “delight is in the law of Jehovah, and in his law he reads in an undertone day and night.”—Psalm 1:2.

When God appointed Joshua as leader of the nation of Israel, he was told: “You must in an undertone read in [God’s Word] day and night.” Yes, 
reading and meditating on God’s Word was essential, but Joshua also needed to “take care to do according to all that [was] written in it.” Of course, 
Bible reading in itself will not magically make you successful. You must apply what you read. Joshua was told: “Then you will make your way successful 
and then you will act wisely.”—Joshua 1:8.

Picture a smiling child sitting on the lap of a loving parent as together they read a favorite story. No matter how many times they have read it before, 
they treasure such precious moments. Likewise, a person who loves God finds daily Bible reading to be a delightful experience—an agreeable time spent 
with his heavenly Father.
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*** w06 5/15 p. 18 Highlights From Book One of Psalms ***
1:2. We must not let a day pass by without considering spiritual matters.—Matthew 4:4.

*** w04 7/15 p. 12 Do You Find Delight in “the Law of Jehovah”? ***
He Delights in Jehovah’s Law

10 Regarding the happy man, the psalmist further says: “His delight is in the law of Jehovah, and in his law he reads in an undertone day and night.” 
(Psalm 1:2) As God’s servants, we ‘delight in the law of Jehovah.’ When possible, during periods of personal study and meditation, we may read “in an 
undertone,” sounding out the words. Doing this when reading any portion of the Scriptures will help to make a lasting impression on our mind and 
heart.

11 “The faithful and discreet slave” has encouraged us to read the Bible daily. (Matthew 24:45) Because of a keen desire to become better acquainted 
with Jehovah’s message for mankind, we may well read the Bible “day and night”—yes, even when we cannot sleep for some reason. Peter urged us: “As 
newborn infants, form a longing for the unadulterated milk belonging to the word, that through it you may grow to salvation.” (1 Peter 2:1, 2) Do you 
find delight in reading the Bible daily and meditating on God’s Word and purposes at night? The psalmist did.—Psalm 63:6.

12 Our eternal happiness depends on our taking delight in God’s law. It is perfect and righteous, and there is a great reward in keeping it. (Psalm 19:7-
11) The disciple James wrote: “He who peers into the perfect law that belongs to freedom and who persists in it, this man, because he has become, not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, will be happy in his doing it.” (James 1:25) If we truly delight in Jehovah’s law, not a day will pass without our 
giving consideration to spiritual matters. Indeed, we will be motivated to ‘search into the deep things of God’ and to keep Kingdom interests first in 
life.—1 Corinthians 2:10-13; Matthew 6:33.

*** w99 9/1 pp. 23-24 Make Your Life Successful! ***
The Benefits of Bible Reading

15 The psalmist also observed that the successful man takes delight in reading God’s law “in an undertone day and night.” (Psalm 1:1, 2) Granted, the 
Bible is not light reading, and in it are “some things hard to understand.” (2 Peter 3:16) But Bible reading need not be drudgery. It is possible to “form a 
longing for the unadulterated milk” of God’s Word. (1 Peter 2:2) Try reading just a little each day. If there are points that you do not understand, do 
some research. Afterward, think about what you have read. (Psalm 77:11, 12) If you have trouble concentrating, try reading out loud “in an undertone.” 
In time, your love of Bible reading is sure to grow. One young sister in Brazil recalls: “Jehovah always seemed distant to me. But for some months now, I 
have been improving my personal study and Bible reading. Now I feel that my relationship with Jehovah is stronger. He is more real to me.”

*** w92 9/15 p. 32 They Knew God’s Name ***
Of course, the most high God requires more than our acknowledgment that his name is Jehovah (Iehovah). In the Bay Psalm Book, Psalm 1:1, 2 says 

that a “blessed man” does not walk in the advice of the wicked, “but in the law of Iehovah, is his longing delight.” The revised New England Psalms of 
1648 says: “But he upon Jehovah’s law doth set his whole delight.”

Here the 20th-century New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures reads: “Happy is the man that has not walked in the counsel of the wicked ones, 
and in the way of sinners has not stood, and in the seat of ridiculers has not sat. But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, and in his law he reads in an 
undertone day and night.”

To be truly happy, a person must reject the counsel of wicked ones. He must not follow the example of sinners and cannot join in company with 
godless ridiculers. Among other things, he needs to avoid the association of those whose advice and conduct could lure him into sexual immorality, drug 
abuse, and other activities contrary to God’s law. Yes, genuine happiness depends on learning about the true God, whose name is Jehovah, and applying 
his law as revealed in the Bible.

Psalm 1:3 
*** w09 3/1 pp. 16-17 A Tree “the Foliage of Which Does Not Wither” ***

HAVE you ever seen a countryside covered with luxuriant green trees? You will likely agree that it is a most pleasing sight. If you see many large, 
leafy trees, would you imagine that there is a drought in the area? On the contrary, you would know that there must be an abundance of water that 
keeps the trees alive and healthy.

Appropriately, the Bible compares those who are spiritually healthy to large, luxuriant trees. Note, for example, this beautiful passage from the first 
three verses of the first Psalm:

“Happy is the man that has not walked in the counsel of the wicked ones, and in the way of sinners has not stood, and in the seat of ridiculers has 
not sat. But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, and in his law he reads in an undertone day and night. And he will certainly become like a tree planted by 
streams of water, that gives its own fruit in its season and the foliage of which does not wither, and everything he does will succeed.”

Similarly, at Jeremiah 17:7, 8, we read: “Blessed is the able-bodied man who puts his trust in Jehovah, and whose confidence Jehovah has become. 
And he will certainly become like a tree planted by the waters, that sends out its roots right by the watercourse; and he will not see when heat comes, 
but his foliage will actually prove to be luxuriant. And in the year of drought he will not become anxious, nor will he leave off from producing fruit.”

In both passages, trees are used as an illustration to show what becomes of a person who does what is right, delights in God’s laws, and trusts in him 
fully. This leads us to ask, In what ways is such a person like a luxuriant tree, spiritually speaking? Let us examine these verses more closely.

“Planted by Streams of Water”

The trees spoken of are described as planted “by streams of water” or “by the waters,” not by just one river or stream. A similar word picture is 
found at Isaiah 44:3, 4, where Jehovah God spoke of the way he would care for repentant Jews who returned from captivity in Babylon. Through the 
prophet Isaiah, Jehovah said: “I shall pour out water upon the thirsty one, and trickling streams upon the dry place. . . . And they will certainly spring up 
as among the green grass, like poplars by the water ditches.” Here “streams” and “water ditches” are said to make the blessed ones grow like leafy 
poplars.
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Even today in agricultural areas, you can see water ditches and streams flowing from a large source of water, such as a deep well, a river, a lake, or a 
dam. Generally, they are part of an irrigation system for fields or plantations. At times the channels of water are directed to an orchard of fruit trees. In 
some cases, the streams irrigate fields on one side and a row of leafy trees on the other, perhaps marking the border of the property.

How do trees planted by such streams fare? Psalm 1:3 speaks of a tree “that gives its own fruit in its season.” In the Bible lands, there are fig, 
pomegranate, and apple trees, as well as date palms and olive trees. Though the fig tree can reach a height of 30 feet [9 m] with widespread branches, 
most other fruit trees do not grow very tall. Yet, they can be luxuriant and healthy and give an abundance of fruit at the proper time.

In ancient times, large poplar trees grew along the banks of rivers and streams in Syria and Palestine. References to poplars in the Bible are usually 
associated with watercourses or ‘torrent valleys.’ (Leviticus 23:40) Willows, which are of the same family as poplars, could also be found growing where 
water was abundant. (Ezekiel 17:5) These large, luxuriant trees well represent the idea that both the psalmist and Jeremiah wanted to impart: Those 
who seek to follow God’s law and trust in him fully will stay spiritually healthy, ‘and all that they do will succeed.’ Is that not what we want—success in 
life?

Finding Delight in Jehovah’s Law

Today people try to find success in many ways. They immerse themselves in pursuits that could bring them fame and fortune, which all too often 
prove to be illusive and disappointing. What, though, can bring true satisfaction and lasting happiness in life? Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount 
provide the answer. He said: “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.” (Matthew 5:3) 
Indeed, true happiness comes, not from possessing many material things, but from recognizing and satisfying our spiritual need so that we are spiritually 
healthy, like luxuriant trees that give their fruit in due season. How can we flourish spiritually?

According to the psalmist, first there are some things we must shun. He mentioned “the counsel of the wicked ones,” “the way of sinners,” and “the 
seat of ridiculers.” To be happy, we need to turn away from those who ridicule or even ignore God’s laws.

Then we should delight in the law of Jehovah. When we delight in something or some activity, we look for every opportunity to engage in it, do we 
not? So to delight in God’s law means having a deep appreciation for God’s Word, a desire to learn more about it and to understand it better.

Finally, we need to read it “in an undertone day and night.” That means reading the Bible on a regular basis and meditating on what we read. We 
should feel about God’s Word the same way as did the psalmist who sang: “How I do love your law! All day long it is my concern.”—Psalm 119:97.

Yes, when we acquire accurate knowledge and understanding of Jehovah God and develop full confidence in him and his promises, we will surely be 
spiritually healthy. In that case, we will be like the happy man described by the psalmist—“everything he does will succeed.”

*** w07 1/1 p. 4 How You Can Be Successful ***
JUST as parents care for their children and want them to succeed, so our heavenly Father cares for us and wants us to succeed. As an expression of 

his tender care, he has much to say about success and failure. In fact, when speaking about a person who pays attention to what God says, the Bible 
makes the bold statement: “Everything he does will succeed.”—Psalm 1:3.

*** w07 1/1 p. 6 How You Can Be Successful ***
By following Jehovah’s counsel and guidance, such a person becomes “like a tree planted by streams of water, that gives its own fruit in its season 

and the foliage of which does not wither, and everything he does will succeed.”—Psalm 1:3.

The tree that is described by the psalmist does not spring up by accident. It is carefully placed by a water source and cared for by the farmer. In a 
similar way, our heavenly Father adjusts and corrects our thinking through the counsel found in the Scriptures. As a result, we flourish and produce godly 
fruitage.

*** w04 3/1 p. 28 God’s Servants Are Like Trees—In What Ways? ***
SPEAKING about an individual who delights in and applies Bible principles in his life, the psalmist notes: “He will certainly become like a tree planted 

by streams of water, that gives its own fruit in its season and the foliage of which does not wither, and everything he does will succeed.” (Psalm 1:1-3) 
Why is this comparison fitting?

Trees may live to be very old. For instance, some olive trees in the Mediterranean region are said to be from one to two thousand years old. 
Likewise, the baobab trees of central Africa attain great ages, and a bristlecone pine in California is believed to be some 4,600 years old. In a forest, 
mature trees are often beneficial to their surroundings. For example, tall trees provide protective shade for saplings, and the leaves that fall from the 
trees enrich the soil beneath.

The tallest trees in the world are usually found growing together in forests, where individual trees support one another. Since their roots may be 
intertwined, several trees collectively may resist a storm much better than can an isolated tree standing in a meadow. A large root system also enables a 
tree to obtain sufficient water and nutrients from the soil. In some cases, the roots may penetrate deeper into the ground than the height of the tree, or 
the roots may extend horizontally well beyond the spread of the tree’s foliage.

The apostle Paul may have alluded to a tree when he explained that Christians should “go on walking in union with him [Christ], rooted and being 
built up in him and being stabilized in the faith.” (Colossians 2:6, 7) Indeed, Christians can stand their ground only if they are firmly rooted in Christ.—
1 Peter 2:21.

In what other ways may God’s servants be likened to trees? Well, as trees in a grove receive support from nearby trees, so all those who stay close 
to the Christian congregation receive support from fellow believers. (Galatians 6:2) Faithful, mature Christians, having widespread spiritual roots, help 
newer believers to remain firm in the faith, even in the face of stormlike opposition. (Romans 1:11, 12) Newer Christians can flourish in the protective 
“shade” of more experienced servants of God. (Romans 15:1) And all members of the worldwide Christian congregation benefit from the fortifying 
spiritual nourishment provided by “big trees of righteousness,” the anointed remnant.—Isaiah 61:3.

How thrilling it is that all of God’s servants have the prospect of experiencing the fulfillment of the promise found at Isaiah 65:22, which states: “Like 
the days of a tree will the days of my people be.”
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*** w04 7/15 pp. 12-13 Do You Find Delight in “the Law of Jehovah”? ***
He Becomes Like a Tree

13 Further describing the upright person, the psalmist says: “He will certainly become like a tree planted by streams of water, that gives its own fruit 
in its season and the foliage of which does not wither, and everything he does will succeed.” (Psalm 1:3) Like all other imperfect humans, we who serve 
Jehovah experience difficulties in life. (Job 14:1) We may suffer persecution and various other trials related to our faith. (Matthew 5:10-12) With God’s 
help, however, we are able to endure these tests successfully, just as a healthy tree withstands comparatively strong winds.

14 A tree planted by an unfailing water source does not dry up in hot weather or during a drought. If we are God-fearing individuals, our strength 
comes from an unfailing Source—Jehovah God. Paul looked to God for help and could say: “For all things I have the strength by virtue of him [Jehovah] 
who imparts power to me.” (Philippians 4:13) When we are guided and spiritually sustained by Jehovah’s holy spirit, we do not wither away, becoming 
unfruitful or spiritually dead. We are fruitful in God’s service and also manifest the fruitage of his spirit.—Jeremiah 17:7, 8; Galatians 5:22, 23.

15 By using the Hebrew word form rendered “like,” the psalmist is employing a simile. He is comparing two things that are different, though they 
share a particular quality. Men and trees differ, but the luxuriance of a tree planted beside a plentiful water source evidently reminded the psalmist of 
the spiritual prosperity of those whose “delight is in the law of Jehovah.” If we take delight in God’s law, our days can become like those of a tree. In fact, 
we can live forever.—John 17:3.

16 As we pursue an upright course, Jehovah helps us to bear the pressure of trials and difficulties. We are joyful and fruitful in God’s service. 
(Matthew 13:23; Luke 8:15) ‘Everything we do succeeds’ because our main objective is to do Jehovah’s will. Since his purposes always succeed and we 
delight in his commandments, we prosper spiritually. (Genesis 39:23; Joshua 1:7, 8; Isaiah 55:11) This is so even when we face adversities.—Psalm 112:1-
3; 3 John 2.

*** w04 12/15 pp. 20-21 pars. 16-17 Do You Accept Jehovah’s Help? ***
And he will certainly become like a tree planted by streams of water, that gives its own fruit in its season and the foliage of which does not wither, 

and everything he does will succeed.” Do you see the point of that passage? It is easy to read those words and conclude that they merely paint a pretty 
picture of a peaceful setting—a shade tree growing by a river. How pleasant it would be to take an afternoon nap in such a spot! But this psalm is not 
inviting us to think about rest. It is painting quite a different picture, one that suggests hard work. How so?

17 Notice that the tree here is not merely a shade tree growing by chance next to a river. It is a fruit-bearing tree, deliberately “planted” in a chosen 
spot—“by streams of water.” How could one tree grow near more than one stream? Well, in an orchard of fruit trees, the owner might well dig irrigation 
ditches to bring water to the roots of his valuable trees. Ah, now the point comes into focus! If in a spiritual sense we flourish like that tree, it is because 
much work has been done in our behalf. We are associated with an organization that brings the pure waters of truth right to us, but we must do our 
part. We need to put ourselves in a position to soak up this precious water, engaging in the meditation and research needed in order to bring the truths 
of God’s Word into our mind and heart. In that way, we too will produce good fruitage.

*** be p. 10 Take Delight in God’s Word ***
The psalmist said of the man who reads God’s Word daily: “Everything he does will succeed.” (Ps. 1:3) Yes, despite our imperfections, despite our 

living in Satan’s wicked system of things, and despite the Devil’s efforts to devour us, regular reading and application of what is in God’s Word will enable 
us to succeed in everything that involves our relationship with Jehovah.

*** cl chap. 28 p. 284 par. 13 “You Alone Are Loyal” ***
13 But Jehovah’s loving-kindness is to time indefinite in another sense as well. His Word says that the righteous one “will certainly become like a tree 

planted by streams of water, that gives its own fruit in its season and the foliage of which does not wither, and everything he does will succeed.” (Psalm 
1:3) Imagine a luxuriant tree whose foliage never withers! So, too, if we take genuine delight in God’s Word, our lives will be long, peaceful, and fruitful. 
The blessings that Jehovah loyally extends to his faithful servants are everlasting.

*** w99 9/1 p. 24 Make Your Life Successful! ***
Following God’s Way Leads to Success

17 The psalmist further describes the successful man as being “like a tree planted by streams of water.” The streams of water may have referred to 
irrigation ditches that were used to water trees in orchards. (Isaiah 44:4) Daily reading of the Bible is like being attached to such an unfailing source of 
sustenance and refreshment. (Jeremiah 17:8) You will daily receive the strength you need to bear up under trials and difficulties. Having learned 
Jehovah’s thinking, you will have the wisdom you need to make wise decisions.

18 At times, serving Jehovah may seem difficult. But never feel that it is too difficult to handle. (Deuteronomy 30:11) The Bible promises you that 
‘everything you do will succeed’ in the long run, as long as your main objective is to please Jehovah and make his heart rejoice! (Proverbs 27:11) And 
remember, you do not have to go it alone. You have the support of Jehovah and Jesus Christ. (Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 13:5) They know the pressures 
you face, and they will never abandon you. (Psalm 55:22) You also have the backing of “the whole association of brothers” and of your parents if they 
are God fearing. (1 Peter 2:17) With such backing, along with your determination and effort, you can enjoy a successful life not only now but eternally!

*** w87 10/1 pp. 13-14 pars. 12-20 Are You Satisfied With Jehovah’s Spiritual Provisions? ***
hear him, came early to the temple to hear him, listened to him with pleasure, were astounded at his way of teaching. Officers sent to arrest him 

declared: “Never has another man spoken like this.” (Luke 4:22; 19:48; 21:38; Mark 12:37; Matthew 7:28; John 7:46) The Guidebook was provided to 
help us speak delightful words of truth. Do you use it to the full?

13 Ephesians 5:15-17 admonishes us: “Keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, buying out the opportune time for 
yourselves, because the days are wicked. On this account cease becoming unreasonable, but go on perceiving what the will of Jehovah is.” The Greek 
word here translated “time” does not mean time in just a general sense but signifies an appointed time, a seasonable time for a specific purpose. The 
Greek verb translated “buying out” is in the intensive form, and “in this context it probably means to ‘buy up intensively’; i.e., to snap up every 
opportunity that comes.” Do you snap up time from your schedule to make yourself wise by partaking of Jehovah’s spiritual provisions? You should. All 
of us should. Why? “Because the days are wicked.”
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From Spiritual Desert to Spiritual Paradise
14 An outstanding spiritual provision is our New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures—With References, released in 1984. It has many features 

that make it possible to use ‘bought-out time’ to increase our knowledge. One example is its cross-references. Take Psalm 1:3, which deals with the 
condition of the man that meditates on God’s law day and night. That verse reads: “He will certainly become like a tree planted by streams of water, that 
gives its own fruit in its season and the foliage of which does not wither, and everything he does will succeed.” There is more, much more, to this verse 
than meets the eye of the reader who merely reads quickly and passes on.

15 Please take note: The tree is planted. Who planted it? It is by streams, plural. Does one tree grow on the banks of several streams? No. So be 
curious. What is this tree all about? The cross-references open the eyes of our mind. They are Isaiah 44:4, 61:3, and Jeremiah 17:8. Isaiah 44:4 says that 
his people will be like trees “by the water ditches.” Many water ditches? Why, yes! The streams are irrigation ditches that water the trees in an orchard!

16 Isaiah 61:3 calls some of these trees “big trees of righteousness, the planting of Jehovah, for him to be beautified.” Jehovah is the one who plants 
and irrigates these, and he is the one beautified by the fruits the trees bear! Jeremiah 17:8 likens the man who meditates on God’s law day and night to 
“a tree planted by the waters, that sends out its roots right by the watercourse; and he will not see when heat comes, but his foliage will actually prove 
to be luxuriant. And in the year of drought he will not become anxious, nor will he leave off from producing fruit.” Its foliage does not wither; everything 
it does succeeds!

17 Now the scales fall from our eyes! Psalm 1:3 is painting a beautiful picture. Those who meditate on Jehovah’s law day and night are like trees 
planted by an unfailing source of water. They are no longer any part of spiritually arid worldly organizations but are now associated with God’s 
organization that is abundantly supplied with the refreshing waters of truth. Indeed, they are in a spiritual paradise, are refreshed spiritually, and are 
bearing spiritual fruitage to Jehovah’s praise. And just think! God is using his Witnesses to direct people away from the arid, parched, worldly 
organizations to this refreshing, well-watered spiritual paradise.

18 To accomplish this work effectively, we must discipline our minds and hearts so as to make use of all of Jehovah’s spiritual provisions. Some hear 
others explain Bible texts and then say: “I wish I knew the Bible as he does!” But if such ones discipline themselves to study the Bible, they too can 
increase in Bible knowledge. Some hear others witness at the doors and then say: “I wish I could witness at the doors the way she does!” But if they 
discipline themselves to share frequently in the field service, using the book Reasoning From the Scriptures, they too can become more skilled Witnesses. 
Some hear others give Bible lectures and then say: “I wish I could give talks the way he does.” But, again, if these ones discipline themselves to prepare 
their speaking assignments well, absorbing the lessons of the Theocratic Ministry School Guidebook, they too will progress in speaking ability.

19 Now, to wish is fine, but wishing without working does not get the job done. It is work that makes the wish come true. Discipline yourself to buy 
out the time, and do the work that makes the wish come true. If you do not use a muscle, it will atrophy. If you do not use a skill, it will fade away. If you 
do not use your mind, thinking ability will wither. If you do not use knowledge, you will lose what you have. In each and every case, the rule is, “Use it or 
lose it.” It is ‘through use that the perceptive powers are trained.’ Then “thinking ability itself will keep guard over you, discernment itself will safeguard 
you.”—Hebrews 5:14; Proverbs 2:11.

20 So use Jehovah’s spiritual provisions. Rejoice with his satisfied ones. Escape the famine that Amos foretold: “‘Look! There are days coming,’ is the 
utterance of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘and I will send a famine into the land, a famine, not for bread, and a thirst, not for water, but for hearing the 
words of Jehovah.’” (Amos 8:11) Share with those who eat and rejoice, not with those who reject the food and suffer shame: “This is what the Sovereign 
Lord Jehovah has said: ‘Look! My own servants will eat, but you yourselves will go hungry. Look! My own servants will drink, but you yourselves will go 
thirsty. Look! My own servants will rejoice, but you yourselves will suffer shame.”—Isaiah 65:13.

Psalm 1:4 
*** w04 7/15 pp. 13-14 Do You Find Delight in “the Law of Jehovah”? ***

17 How the lot of the wicked differs from that of the righteous! Wicked ones may appear to prosper materially for a time, but they are not prospering 
spiritually. This is evident from the psalmist’s further words: “The wicked are not like that, but are like the chaff that the wind drives away. That is why 
the wicked ones will not stand up in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of righteous ones.” (Psalm 1:4, 5) Note that the psalmist says, “the wicked 
are not like that.” He means that they are not like godly people, who have just been compared to fruitful, long-lasting trees.

18 Even if wicked ones prosper materially, they have no lasting security. (Psalm 37:16; 73:3, 12) They are like the unreasonable rich man Jesus 
mentioned in an illustration when asked to arbitrate in a matter involving an inheritance. Jesus told those present: “Keep your eyes open and guard 
against every sort of covetousness, because even when a person has an abundance his life does not result from the things he possesses.” Jesus 
illustrated this point by saying that the land of a certain rich man produced so well that he planned to tear down his storehouses and build bigger ones to 
hold all his good things. The man then planned to eat, drink, and enjoy himself. But God said: “Unreasonable one, this night they are demanding your 
soul from you. Who, then, is to have the things you stored up?” Making his powerful point, Jesus added: “So it goes with the man that lays up treasure 
for himself but is not rich toward God.”—Luke 12:13-21.

19 The wicked are not “rich toward God.” Hence, they have no more security and stability than does chaff, the thin covering on kernels of grain. After 
grain was harvested in ancient times, it was taken to a threshing floor, a flat area generally on high ground. There sledges with sharp stone or iron teeth 
on their underside were pulled over the grain by animals to break the stalks into pieces and loosen the kernels from the chaff. Next, a winnowing shovel 
was used to pick up the whole mixture and toss it into the air against the wind. (Isaiah 30:24) The kernels fell back onto the threshing floor, while the 
breeze carried the straw off to the side and blew the chaff away. (Ruth 3:2) After the grain was passed through a sieve to remove pebbles and the like, it 
was ready for storage or grinding. (Luke 22:31) But the chaff was gone.

20 Just as the kernels of grain dropped to the ground and were preserved while the chaff was blown away, so the righteous will remain and the 
wicked will be removed. Surely, though, we are happy that such evildoers will soon be gone forever. With them out of the way, people who take delight 
in Jehovah’s law will be greatly blessed. Indeed, obedient humans will eventually receive God’s gift of everlasting life.—Matthew 25:34-46; Romans 6:23.

Psalm 1:5 
*** it-1 p. 997 Great Crowd ***

The position of ‘standing’ is sometimes used in the Bible to indicate the holding of a favored or approved position in the eyes of the one in whose 
presence the individual or group stands. (Ps 1:5; 5:5; Pr 22:29, AT; Lu 1:19)
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Psalm 1:6 
*** w04 7/15 pp. 14-15 Do You Find Delight in “the Law of Jehovah”? ***

The Blessed “Way of Righteous Ones”
21 The first psalm concludes with these words: “Jehovah is taking knowledge of the way of righteous ones, but the very way of wicked ones will 

perish.” (Psalm 1:6) How does God ‘take knowledge of the righteous ones’? Well, if we are pursuing an upright course, we can be sure that our heavenly 
Father gives recognition to our godly life and views us as his approved servants. In turn, we can and should throw all our anxiety upon him with the 
conviction that he really cares for us.—Ezekiel 34:11; 1 Peter 5:6, 7.

22 “The way of righteous ones” will remain forever, but incorrigibly wicked people will perish because of Jehovah’s adverse judgment. And their 
“way,” or course of life, will end with them. We can have confidence in the fulfillment of David’s words: “Just a little while longer, and the wicked one 
will be no more; and you will certainly give attention to his place, and he will not be. But the meek ones themselves will possess the earth, and they will 
indeed find their exquisite delight in the abundance of peace. The righteous themselves will possess the earth, and they will reside forever upon it.”—
Psalm 37:10, 11, 29.

Psalm 2:1 
*** w06 5/15 p. 17 Highlights From Book One of Psalms ***

2:1, 2—What “empty thing” do the nations keep muttering? The “empty thing” is the constant concern of human governments to keep 
perpetuating their own authority. This is empty because their purpose is doomed to failure. Can the national groups really hope to succeed when they 
take their stand “against Jehovah and against his anointed one”?

*** w06 5/15 p. 31 Questions From Readers ***
The Bible says that “the nations [have] been in tumult and the national groups themselves kept muttering an empty thing.” (Psalm 2:1) The “empty 

thing” they keep “muttering,” or meditating on, is the continuation of their own sovereignty. Nothing shakes them more than any threat to their 
rulership.

*** w04 7/15 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***
Initially, King David was the “anointed one,” and “the kings of earth” were Philistine rulers who massed their armies against him.

Other texts of the Christian Greek Scriptures also show that Jesus is God’s Anointed One referred to in the second psalm. This is evident from a 
comparison of Psalm 2:7 with Acts 13:32, 33 and Hebrews 1:5; 5:5. See also Psalm 2:9 and Revelation 2:27.

*** w04 7/15 pp. 16-17 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***
4 Referring to the actions of the nations and their rulers, the psalmist begins his composition by singing: “Why have the nations been in tumult and 

the national groups themselves kept muttering an empty thing? The kings of earth take their stand and high officials themselves have massed together 
as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.”—Psalm 2:1, 2.

5 What “empty thing” have the present-day national groups “kept muttering”? Instead of accepting God’s Anointed One—the Messiah, or Christ—
the nations have “kept muttering,” or meditating on, the perpetuation of their own authority. These words of the second psalm also had an application 
in the first century C.E. when Jewish and Roman authorities worked together to kill God’s King-Designate, Jesus Christ. However, the major fulfillment 
began in 1914 when Jesus was installed as heavenly King. Since then, not one political entity on earth has acknowledged God’s enthroned King.

6 What was meant when the psalmist asked ‘why national groups were muttering an empty thing’? It is their purpose that is empty; it is futile and 
doomed to failure. They cannot bring peace and harmony to this globe. Yet, they carry their actions so far as to oppose divine rulership. In fact, they 
have unitedly taken a belligerent stand and massed themselves together against the Most High and his Anointed One. What folly!

Jehovah’s Triumphant King
7 Jesus’ followers applied the words of Psalm 2:1, 2 to him. Persecuted for their faith, they prayed: “Sovereign Lord [Jehovah], you are the One who 

made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them, and who through holy spirit said by the mouth of our forefather David, your 
servant, ‘Why did nations become tumultuous and peoples meditate upon empty things? The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers massed 
together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.’ Even so, both Herod [Antipas] and Pontius Pilate with men of nations and with peoples of 
Israel were in actuality gathered together in this city against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.” (Acts 4:24-27; Luke 23:1-12) Yes, there was a 
conspiracy against God’s anointed servant Jesus in the first century. However, this psalm would have another fulfillment centuries later.

8 When ancient Israel had a human king, such as David, pagan nations and rulers gathered together against God and his enthroned anointed one. But 
what about our time? Present-day nations do not want to comply with the requirements of Jehovah and the Messiah.

*** w90 6/1 p. 14 par. 20 Jehovah Is Our Ruler! ***
It was noted that the rulers Herod Antipas and Pontius Pilate, along with Gentile Romans and people of Israel, had gathered together against the 

Messiah. (Psalm 2:1, 2; Luke 23:1-12)

*** it-2 p. 855 Samuel, Books of ***
Psalm 2 seems to allude to the attempts made by the Philistines to unseat David as king after his capture of the stronghold of Zion. (2Sa 5:17-25)

*** w86 8/15 p. 20 The Psalmist Sings Jehovah’s Praise ***
♦ 2:1—What “empty thing” did the nations keep “muttering”?

The nations kept “muttering” (or, “meditating on”) the perpetuation of their own authority, instead of accepting Jehovah’s Anointed One. These 
words had an application in the first century C.E., when Roman and Jewish authorities worked together to kill Jehovah’s anointed King, Jesus Christ. (Acts 
4:26-28) However, the major fulfillment has been since 1914, when all the nations have rejected God’s enthroned King and have tried to promote their 
own sovereignty.
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*** w90 7/1 pp. 27-28 Settling the Universal Issue for Good ***
Nations Mass Themselves Together Against Jehovah

14 Shortly after the establishment of the Christian congregation on the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., anointed Christians discerned an application of 
Psalm 2:1, 2. This scripture reads: “Why have the nations been in tumult and the national groups themselves kept muttering an empty thing? The kings 
of earth take their stand and high officials themselves have massed together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.” After the apostles of 
Jehovah’s Anointed One had suffered their first arrest and mistreatment by enemy Jews, they rejoined their fellow Christians and then quoted these 
words of Psalm 2 as composed by King David. Acts 4:23-30 reports the matter, saying:

15 “After being released they went to their own people and reported what things the chief priests and the older men had said to them. Upon hearing 
this they with one accord raised their voices to God and said: ‘Sovereign Lord, you are the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all 
the things in them, and who through holy spirit said by the mouth of our forefather David, your servant, “Why did nations become tumultuous and 
peoples meditate upon empty things? The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers massed together as one against Jehovah and against his 
anointed one.” Even so, both Herod and Pontius Pilate with men of nations and with peoples of Israel were in actuality gathered together in this city 
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, in order to do what things your hand and counsel had foreordained to occur. And now, Jehovah, 
give attention to their threats, and grant your slaves to keep speaking your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand for healing and while 
signs and portents occur through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’”

16 However, when it comes to tumultuous nations, kings taking their stand together as one, political leaders massing together against Jehovah and 
his Anointed One, Jesus Christ, what in all human history can compare with what started 76 years ago in 1914? That was not only the year when the first 
world war of all human existence erupted but particularly the year when the times of the Gentiles, “the appointed times of the nations,” ended! (Luke 
21:24) Psalm 2 clearly had its greater fulfillment starting in that year.

17 At the end of the times of the Gentiles in 1914, none of the nations—not even the nations of so-called Christendom, many citizens of which 
religiously view themselves as spiritual Israelites—were inclined to welcome Jehovah’s Anointed One, Jesus Christ, to the throne of rulership over the 
earth. And now, 71 years after “this good news of the kingdom” began to “be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations,” from 
1919 onward, the nations inside and outside of Christendom are certainly not going to hail the long-announced King of Jehovah and swear allegiance to 
him as they renounce their own rulership over the earth. (Matthew 24:14) On the contrary, they have at long last come to the time and situation when 
they are obliging Jehovah to write, as it were, the grand finale to “the book of the Wars of Jehovah.”—Numbers 21:14.

*** w89 1/1 p. 20 pars. 7-11 “To Jehovah Belongs the Battle” ***
2,520 years up to 1914, when Jehovah enthroned Jesus as his Messianic King in heavenly Jerusalem.—Hebrews 12:22, 28; Revelation 11:15, 17.
8 A great change took place in 1914. No longer could the Gentile nations rule without divine interference. But did “the kings” then ruling obey the 

prophetic command to “serve Jehovah with fear,” acknowledging his newly installed King? No! Instead, they “massed together as one against Jehovah 
and against his anointed one,” Jesus. Pursuing their own ambitions, they came to be “in tumult” in the Great War of 1914-18. (Psalm 2:1-6, 10-12) To 
this day, world domination is a burning issue before mankind. Satan’s world continues to produce political champions, comparable to Goliath’s kinsmen, 
the Rephaim. These dictatorial rulerships taunt Jehovah and try to bully his witnesses into submission, but as always, the battle and the victory belong to 
Jehovah.—2 Samuel 21:15-22.

A Modern-Day “Saul”
9 Where does King Saul come into this picture? Earlier, because of his rebelliousness, Jehovah had determined to ‘rip away from him the royal rule of 

Israel.’ (1 Samuel 15:22, 28) Now, Saul had failed to uphold Jehovah’s sovereignty in the face of Goliath’s challenge. Furthermore, he proceeded next to 
persecute David, Goliath’s conqueror and the one anointed by Jehovah to replace Saul’s line of rulership. How strikingly the clergy of Christendom have 
fitted into this style of action! They have rebelled against Bible truth, being part of the great apostasy that ‘does not obey the good news’ about our Lord 
Jesus and his incoming Kingdom. They have utterly failed to advocate Jehovah’s universal sovereignty and have bitterly persecuted Jehovah’s anointed 
witnesses and their companions, the great crowd. Jehovah will take those apostates away ‘in his fury.’—2 Thessalonians 1:6-9; 2:3; Hosea 13:11.

10 During the first world war, the compromising ways of Christendom’s clergy became clearly apparent. Obviously, Jesus’ prophecy in Matthew 
chapters 24 and 25, and Luke chapter 21 was being fulfilled. In fact, in 1918 a group of prominent clergymen in London, England, representing the 
Baptist, Congregational, Presbyterian, Episcopal, and Methodist Churches, published a manifesto. This stated: “The present crisis points toward the close 
of the times of the Gentiles.” But they did not follow through on that declaration. Already, the clergy of Christendom had been deeply involved in 
supporting both sides of the first world war. Instead of recognizing Jesus’ presence in Kingdom power, they submitted to the thinking of worldly 
nations—that the people should continue to be dominated by divisive Gentile political powers, even by tyrants like Goliath, rather than unite under 
God’s Kingdom.—Matthew 25:31-33.

*** ws chap. 3 p. 22 pars. 4-5 The Rule of the “Prince of Peace” Amid Enemies ***
Psalm 2 likewise, in the following words, indicates the beginning of his rule as the “Prince of Peace” amid enemies:
5 “Why have the nations been in tumult and the national groups themselves kept muttering an empty thing? The kings of earth take their stand and 

high officials themselves have massed together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one [his Christ],
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*** ws chap. 3 pp. 23-26 pars. 7-13 The Rule of the “Prince of Peace” Amid Enemies ***
7 According to Acts 4:24-27, the apostles of Jesus Christ referred to this second psalm after the day of Pentecost, 33 C.E.: “They with one accord 

raised their voices to God and said: ‘Sovereign Lord, you are the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them, and 
who through holy spirit said by the mouth of our forefather David, your servant, “Why did nations become tumultuous and peoples meditate upon 
empty things? The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers massed together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.” Even so, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate with men of nations and with peoples of Israel were in actuality gathered together in this city against your holy servant 
Jesus, whom you anointed.’”

Major Fulfillment of Psalm 2
8 The year 33 of the first century saw the first fulfillment of those prophetic words of Psalm 2:1, 2. This was in connection with the man Jesus Christ 

on earth. He had been anointed with Jehovah’s holy spirit at the time of his baptism by John the Baptizer. But the major fulfillment of Psalm 2 has been 
taking place since the end of the Gentile Times in the year 1914. (Luke 21:24) It has been amply verified that “the appointed times of the nations,” which 
began at the first destruction of the city of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E., ended in the year 1914. Then the death knell sounded for the nations of this world, 
including those of Christendom.

9 At the first destruction of Jerusalem, by the Babylonians, the Kingdom of Jehovah God over the nation of Israel, as represented by the royal line of 
King David, came to an end. Since then, the natural Jews have not had a king over them in the line of the royal house of David. But the Kingdom of the 
Most High God in the hands of a descendant of David, with whom Jehovah made a covenant for an everlasting Kingdom in his line, was not to lie prone 
on earth forever.

10 To the king of ancient Jerusalem, shortly before its first destruction, Jehovah caused his prophet Ezekiel to direct these words: “As for you, 
O deadly wounded, wicked chieftain of Israel, whose day has come in the time of the error of the end, this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah has said, 
‘Remove the turban, and lift off the crown. This will not be the same. Put on high even what is low, and bring low even the high one. A ruin, a ruin, a ruin 
I shall make it. As for this also, it will certainly become no one’s until he comes who has the legal right, and I must give it to him.’”—Ezekiel 21:25-27.

11 The one with “the legal right” came in the person of Jesus Christ, and his line of descent from David is recorded at Matthew 1:1-16 and Luke 3:23-
31. He was generally addressed as “the Son of David.” On the day of his triumphal ride into Jerusalem, mounted on an ass in fulfillment of prophecy, the 
exulting crowd of Jews that accompanied him and his apostles cried out jubilantly: “Save, we pray, the Son of David! Blessed is he that comes in 
Jehovah’s name! Save him, we pray, in the heights above!”—Matthew 21:9.

“The Son of David” Is Enthroned in Heaven
12 The 2,520 years for the Gentiles to be treading underfoot the Kingdom of God in the hands of the house of David ended in 1914. Then came the 

time for Jesus Christ, “the Son of David,” to be enthroned, not down here on an earthly throne, but in the highest heavens at the right hand of Jehovah 
God!—Daniel 7:9, 10, 13, 14.

13 That momentous date had been pointed forward to since 1876 by those who became associated with the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. 
But the nations of the earth, even those of Christendom, refused to recognize it as the time for them to turn over their earthly sovereignties to the 
newly enthroned “Son of David.” They did not acknowledge that he held the God-given right to sovereignty over the whole earth, which is Jehovah God’s 
footstool. (Matthew 5:35) They signalized their flagrant rejection of the rightful King by engaging in the first world war.

Psalm 2:2 
*** w04 7/15 pp. 16-17 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***

4 Referring to the actions of the nations and their rulers, the psalmist begins his composition by singing: “Why have the nations been in tumult and 
the national groups themselves kept muttering an empty thing? The kings of earth take their stand and high officials themselves have massed together 
as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.”—Psalm 2:1, 2.

5 What “empty thing” have the present-day national groups “kept muttering”? Instead of accepting God’s Anointed One—the Messiah, or Christ—
the nations have “kept muttering,” or meditating on, the perpetuation of their own authority. These words of the second psalm also had an application 
in the first century C.E. when Jewish and Roman authorities worked together to kill God’s King-Designate, Jesus Christ. However, the major fulfillment 
began in 1914 when Jesus was installed as heavenly King. Since then, not one political entity on earth has acknowledged God’s enthroned King.

6 What was meant when the psalmist asked ‘why national groups were muttering an empty thing’? It is their purpose that is empty; it is futile and 
doomed to failure. They cannot bring peace and harmony to this globe. Yet, they carry their actions so far as to oppose divine rulership. In fact, they 
have unitedly taken a belligerent stand and massed themselves together against the Most High and his Anointed One. What folly!

Jehovah’s Triumphant King
7 Jesus’ followers applied the words of Psalm 2:1, 2 to him. Persecuted for their faith, they prayed: “Sovereign Lord [Jehovah], you are the One who 

made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them, and who through holy spirit said by the mouth of our forefather David, your 
servant, ‘Why did nations become tumultuous and peoples meditate upon empty things? The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers massed 
together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.’ Even so, both Herod [Antipas] and Pontius Pilate with men of nations and with peoples of 
Israel were in actuality gathered together in this city against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.” (Acts 4:24-27; Luke 23:1-12) Yes, there was a 
conspiracy against God’s anointed servant Jesus in the first century. However, this psalm would have another fulfillment centuries later.

8 When ancient Israel had a human king, such as David, pagan nations and rulers gathered together against God and his enthroned anointed one. But 
what about our time? Present-day nations do not want to comply with the requirements of Jehovah and the Messiah.

*** w04 7/15 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***
Initially, King David was the “anointed one,” and “the kings of earth” were Philistine rulers who massed their armies against him.

Other texts of the Christian Greek Scriptures also show that Jesus is God’s Anointed One referred to in the second psalm. This is evident from a 
comparison of Psalm 2:7 with Acts 13:32, 33 and Hebrews 1:5; 5:5. See also Psalm 2:9 and Revelation 2:27.
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*** w03 6/1 pp. 18-19 Stand Still and See the Salvation of Jehovah! ***
An Attack on God’s Government

3 Conflict between God’s now ruling King and Satan’s wicked system has been ongoing ever since God’s Kingdom was established in the heavens in 
1914. At that time, human rulers were put on notice to submit to God’s chosen Ruler. But they have refused to do so, as was foretold: “The kings of 
earth take their stand and high officials themselves have massed together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one, saying: ‘Let us tear their 
bands apart and cast their cords away from us!’” (Psalm 2:1-3) Resistance to Kingdom rule will clearly reach its climax during the attack by Gog of 
Magog.

4 We may wonder how humans can fight against an invisible, heavenly government. This government, the Bible reveals, is made up of “the hundred 
and forty-four thousand, who have been bought from the earth,” along with “the Lamb,” Christ Jesus. (Revelation 14:1, 3; John 1:29) Being heavenly, the 
new government is spoken of as the “new heavens,” whereas its earthly subjects are logically called “a new earth.” (Isaiah 65:17; 2 Peter 3:13) Most of 
the 144,000 corulers with Christ have already completed their earthly course in faithfulness. They have thus proved their worthiness to take up their 
new assignments of service in heaven.

5 A small remnant of the 144,000, however, are still on earth. Of the more than 15,000,000 who attended the celebration of the Lord’s Evening Meal 
in 2002, only 8,760 expressed their hope of having been chosen for this heavenly assignment. Anyone who dares to attack the remaining prospective 
members of the Kingdom is in reality striking against God’s Kingdom.—Revelation 12:17.

*** kl chap. 4 pp. 36-38 par. 9 Jesus Christ—The Key to the Knowledge of God ***
As recorded at Psalm 2:2, King David was divinely inspired to foretell: “The kings of earth take their stand and high officials themselves have massed 

together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.” This prophecy suggested that leaders from more than one land would unite in order to 
attack Jehovah’s Anointed One, or Messiah. And so it was. The Jewish religious leaders, King Herod, and the Roman governor Pontius Pilate all played a 
part in having Jesus put to death. Former enemies Herod and Pilate became fast friends from then on. (Matthew 27:1, 2; Luke 23:10-12; Acts 4:25-28)

*** w90 6/1 p. 14 par. 20 Jehovah Is Our Ruler! ***
It was noted that the rulers Herod Antipas and Pontius Pilate, along with Gentile Romans and people of Israel, had gathered together against the 

Messiah. (Psalm 2:1, 2; Luke 23:1-12)

*** w90 7/1 pp. 27-28 Settling the Universal Issue for Good ***
Nations Mass Themselves Together Against Jehovah

14 Shortly after the establishment of the Christian congregation on the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., anointed Christians discerned an application of 
Psalm 2:1, 2. This scripture reads: “Why have the nations been in tumult and the national groups themselves kept muttering an empty thing? The kings 
of earth take their stand and high officials themselves have massed together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.” After the apostles of 
Jehovah’s Anointed One had suffered their first arrest and mistreatment by enemy Jews, they rejoined their fellow Christians and then quoted these 
words of Psalm 2 as composed by King David. Acts 4:23-30 reports the matter, saying:

15 “After being released they went to their own people and reported what things the chief priests and the older men had said to them. Upon hearing 
this they with one accord raised their voices to God and said: ‘Sovereign Lord, you are the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all 
the things in them, and who through holy spirit said by the mouth of our forefather David, your servant, “Why did nations become tumultuous and 
peoples meditate upon empty things? The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers massed together as one against Jehovah and against his 
anointed one.” Even so, both Herod and Pontius Pilate with men of nations and with peoples of Israel were in actuality gathered together in this city 
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, in order to do what things your hand and counsel had foreordained to occur. And now, Jehovah, 
give attention to their threats, and grant your slaves to keep speaking your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand for healing and while 
signs and portents occur through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’”

16 However, when it comes to tumultuous nations, kings taking their stand together as one, political leaders massing together against Jehovah and 
his Anointed One, Jesus Christ, what in all human history can compare with what started 76 years ago in 1914? That was not only the year when the first 
world war of all human existence erupted but particularly the year when the times of the Gentiles, “the appointed times of the nations,” ended! (Luke 
21:24) Psalm 2 clearly had its greater fulfillment starting in that year.

17 At the end of the times of the Gentiles in 1914, none of the nations—not even the nations of so-called Christendom, many citizens of which 
religiously view themselves as spiritual Israelites—were inclined to welcome Jehovah’s Anointed One, Jesus Christ, to the throne of rulership over the 
earth. And now, 71 years after “this good news of the kingdom” began to “be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations,” from 
1919 onward, the nations inside and outside of Christendom are certainly not going to hail the long-announced King of Jehovah and swear allegiance to 
him as they renounce their own rulership over the earth. (Matthew 24:14) On the contrary, they have at long last come to the time and situation when 
they are obliging Jehovah to write, as it were, the grand finale to “the book of the Wars of Jehovah.”—Numbers 21:14.

*** w89 1/1 p. 20 pars. 7-11 “To Jehovah Belongs the Battle” ***
2,520 years up to 1914, when Jehovah enthroned Jesus as his Messianic King in heavenly Jerusalem.—Hebrews 12:22, 28; Revelation 11:15, 17.
8 A great change took place in 1914. No longer could the Gentile nations rule without divine interference. But did “the kings” then ruling obey the 

prophetic command to “serve Jehovah with fear,” acknowledging his newly installed King? No! Instead, they “massed together as one against Jehovah 
and against his anointed one,” Jesus. Pursuing their own ambitions, they came to be “in tumult” in the Great War of 1914-18. (Psalm 2:1-6, 10-12) To 
this day, world domination is a burning issue before mankind. Satan’s world continues to produce political champions, comparable to Goliath’s kinsmen, 
the Rephaim. These dictatorial rulerships taunt Jehovah and try to bully his witnesses into submission, but as always, the battle and the victory belong to 
Jehovah.—2 Samuel 21:15-22.

A Modern-Day “Saul”
9 Where does King Saul come into this picture? Earlier, because of his rebelliousness, Jehovah had determined to ‘rip away from him the royal rule of 

Israel.’ (1 Samuel 15:22, 28) Now, Saul had failed to uphold Jehovah’s sovereignty in the face of Goliath’s challenge. Furthermore, he proceeded next to 
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persecute David, Goliath’s conqueror and the one anointed by Jehovah to replace Saul’s line of rulership. How strikingly the clergy of Christendom have 
fitted into this style of action! They have rebelled against Bible truth, being part of the great apostasy that ‘does not obey the good news’ about our Lord 
Jesus and his incoming Kingdom. They have utterly failed to advocate Jehovah’s universal sovereignty and have bitterly persecuted Jehovah’s anointed 
witnesses and their companions, the great crowd. Jehovah will take those apostates away ‘in his fury.’—2 Thessalonians 1:6-9; 2:3; Hosea 13:11.

10 During the first world war, the compromising ways of Christendom’s clergy became clearly apparent. Obviously, Jesus’ prophecy in Matthew 
chapters 24 and 25, and Luke chapter 21 was being fulfilled. In fact, in 1918 a group of prominent clergymen in London, England, representing the 
Baptist, Congregational, Presbyterian, Episcopal, and Methodist Churches, published a manifesto. This stated: “The present crisis points toward the close 
of the times of the Gentiles.” But they did not follow through on that declaration. Already, the clergy of Christendom had been deeply involved in 
supporting both sides of the first world war. Instead of recognizing Jesus’ presence in Kingdom power, they submitted to the thinking of worldly 
nations—that the people should continue to be dominated by divisive Gentile political powers, even by tyrants like Goliath, rather than unite under 
God’s Kingdom.—Matthew 25:31-33.

*** it-2 p. 386 Messiah ***
For instance, Psalm 2:2 evidently had first application at the time when Philistine kings tried to unseat anointed King David. But a second application, 

to the foretold Messiah, is established by Acts 4:25-27, where the text is applied to Jesus Christ.

*** ws chap. 3 pp. 23-26 pars. 7-13 The Rule of the “Prince of Peace” Amid Enemies ***
7 According to Acts 4:24-27, the apostles of Jesus Christ referred to this second psalm after the day of Pentecost, 33 C.E.: “They with one accord 

raised their voices to God and said: ‘Sovereign Lord, you are the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them, and 
who through holy spirit said by the mouth of our forefather David, your servant, “Why did nations become tumultuous and peoples meditate upon 
empty things? The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers massed together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.” Even so, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate with men of nations and with peoples of Israel were in actuality gathered together in this city against your holy servant 
Jesus, whom you anointed.’”

Major Fulfillment of Psalm 2
8 The year 33 of the first century saw the first fulfillment of those prophetic words of Psalm 2:1, 2. This was in connection with the man Jesus Christ 

on earth. He had been anointed with Jehovah’s holy spirit at the time of his baptism by John the Baptizer. But the major fulfillment of Psalm 2 has been 
taking place since the end of the Gentile Times in the year 1914. (Luke 21:24) It has been amply verified that “the appointed times of the nations,” which 
began at the first destruction of the city of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E., ended in the year 1914. Then the death knell sounded for the nations of this world, 
including those of Christendom.

9 At the first destruction of Jerusalem, by the Babylonians, the Kingdom of Jehovah God over the nation of Israel, as represented by the royal line of 
King David, came to an end. Since then, the natural Jews have not had a king over them in the line of the royal house of David. But the Kingdom of the 
Most High God in the hands of a descendant of David, with whom Jehovah made a covenant for an everlasting Kingdom in his line, was not to lie prone 
on earth forever.

10 To the king of ancient Jerusalem, shortly before its first destruction, Jehovah caused his prophet Ezekiel to direct these words: “As for you, 
O deadly wounded, wicked chieftain of Israel, whose day has come in the time of the error of the end, this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah has said, 
‘Remove the turban, and lift off the crown. This will not be the same. Put on high even what is low, and bring low even the high one. A ruin, a ruin, a ruin 
I shall make it. As for this also, it will certainly become no one’s until he comes who has the legal right, and I must give it to him.’”—Ezekiel 21:25-27.

11 The one with “the legal right” came in the person of Jesus Christ, and his line of descent from David is recorded at Matthew 1:1-16 and Luke 3:23-
31. He was generally addressed as “the Son of David.” On the day of his triumphal ride into Jerusalem, mounted on an ass in fulfillment of prophecy, the 
exulting crowd of Jews that accompanied him and his apostles cried out jubilantly: “Save, we pray, the Son of David! Blessed is he that comes in 
Jehovah’s name! Save him, we pray, in the heights above!”—Matthew 21:9.

“The Son of David” Is Enthroned in Heaven
12 The 2,520 years for the Gentiles to be treading underfoot the Kingdom of God in the hands of the house of David ended in 1914. Then came the 

time for Jesus Christ, “the Son of David,” to be enthroned, not down here on an earthly throne, but in the highest heavens at the right hand of Jehovah 
God!—Daniel 7:9, 10, 13, 14.

13 That momentous date had been pointed forward to since 1876 by those who became associated with the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. 
But the nations of the earth, even those of Christendom, refused to recognize it as the time for them to turn over their earthly sovereignties to the 
newly enthroned “Son of David.” They did not acknowledge that he held the God-given right to sovereignty over the whole earth, which is Jehovah God’s 
footstool. (Matthew 5:35) They signalized their flagrant rejection of the rightful King by engaging in the first world war.

*** ws chap. 3 p. 22 pars. 4-5 The Rule of the “Prince of Peace” Amid Enemies ***
Psalm 2 likewise, in the following words, indicates the beginning of his rule as the “Prince of Peace” amid enemies:
5 “Why have the nations been in tumult and the national groups themselves kept muttering an empty thing? The kings of earth take their stand and 

high officials themselves have massed together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one [his Christ],

Psalm 2:3 
*** w04 7/15 p. 17 par. 8 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***

Present-day nations do not want to comply with the requirements of Jehovah and the Messiah. Therefore, they are represented as saying: “Let us 
tear their bands apart and cast their cords away from us!” (Psalm 2:3) Any restrictions imposed by God and his Anointed One would be opposed by 
rulers and nations. Of course, any efforts to tear apart such bands and cast away such cords will be futile.

*** it-1 p. 507 Cord, Rope ***
As pagan rulers and nations who did not want to become vassals of the Israelites gathered together against God and his anointed one in ancient 

times, so Messianic prophecy foretold that kings of the earth and high officials would mass together as one “against Jehovah and against his anointed 
one, saying: ‘Let us tear their bands apart and cast their cords away from us!’” Any restrictions imposed by Jehovah and his Anointed One would be 
opposed by the rulers and nations. However, their efforts to tear apart such bands and cast away such cords were to be futile.—Ps 2:1-9.
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Psalm 2:4 
*** w04 7/15 pp. 17-18 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***

9 Jehovah is not concerned about any efforts of national rulers to establish their own sovereignty. The second psalm continues: “The very One sitting 
in the heavens will laugh; Jehovah himself will hold them in derision.” (Psalm 2:4) God goes ahead with his purpose as though these rulers are nothing. 
He laughs at their impudence and holds them in derision. Let them boast about what they intend to do. To Jehovah they are a laughingstock. He laughs 
at their futile opposition.

10 Elsewhere in his psalms, David refers to enemy men and nations and sings: “You, O Jehovah God of armies, are the God of Israel. Do wake up to 
turn your attention to all the nations. Do not show favor to any hurtful traitors. They keep returning at evening time; they keep barking like a dog and go 
all around the city. Look! They make a bubbling forth with their mouth; swords are on their lips, for who is listening? But you yourself, O Jehovah, will 
laugh at them; you will hold all the nations in derision.” (Psalm 59:5-8) Jehovah laughs at the boasting and confusion of the nations in their foolish course 
against him.

11 The words of Psalm 2 strengthen our faith that God can meet any challenge. We can have the conviction that he always accomplishes his will and 
never forsakes his loyal servants. (Psalm 94:14)

*** it-2 p. 210 Laughter ***
Jehovah God is described as laughing in derision at the nations, at their boastful words, which come to nothing, and at the confusion their foolish 

course against him brings. (Ps 59:8) He knows his own power and purposes, and he laughs at the puny, futile opposition they bring against him and his 
people. (Ps 2:1-4) A wise person surely wants to avoid having Jehovah laugh at him. (Pr 1:26) While Jehovah has no pleasure in the death of the wicked 
(Eze 18:23, 32), he is unworried over their plots against his people and laughs because he sees the day of deliverance for the righteous, in which the 
schemes of the wicked will fail and wickedness will be ended forever.—Ps 37:12, 13, 20.

Psalm 2:5 
*** w04 7/15 p. 18 par. 11 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***

So, then, what happens when the nations make efforts to counteract Jehovah’s purpose? According to this psalm, God “will speak to them in his 
anger,” as though with the sound of a terrible roll of thunder. Moreover, “in his hot displeasure,” as if with a great stroke of lightning, “he will disturb 
them.”—Psalm 2:5.

Psalm 2:6
*** w04 7/15 p. 18 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***

12 What Jehovah next says through the psalmist undoubtedly upsets the nations. God declares: “I, even I, have installed my king upon Zion, my holy 
mountain.” (Psalm 2:6) Mount Zion was a hill in Jerusalem where David was installed as king over all Israel. But the Messianic King will not sit on a throne 
in that city or elsewhere on earth. In fact, Jehovah has already installed Jesus Christ as his chosen Messianic King on heavenly Mount Zion.—Revelation 
14:1.

*** it-2 p. 1236 Zion ***
After capturing Mount Zion, David established his royal residence there. (2Sa 5:6, 7, 9; see DAVID, CITY OF.) Alluding to David’s ruling from Zion as 

God’s anointed one are Jehovah’s words: “I, even I, have installed my king upon Zion, my holy mountain.” (Ps 2:6)

Psalm 2:7 
*** w06 5/15 p. 17 Highlights From Book One of Psalms ***

2:7—What is “the decree of Jehovah”? This decree is the covenant for a Kingdom, which Jehovah has made with his beloved Son, Jesus Christ.—
Luke 22:28, 29.

*** w04 7/15 p. 18 pars. 13-14 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***
13 The Messianic King now speaks. He says: “Let me refer to the decree of Jehovah [who has made with his Son a covenant for the Kingdom]; he 

[Jehovah God] has said to me: ‘You are my son; I, today, I have become your father.’” (Psalm 2:7) Christ referred to the Kingdom covenant when he told 
his apostles: “You are the ones that have stuck with me in my trials; and I make a covenant with you, just as my Father has made a covenant with me, for 
a kingdom.”—Luke 22:28, 29.

14 As foretold at Psalm 2:7, Jehovah acknowledged Jesus as His Son at his baptism and by resurrecting him to spirit life. (Mark 1:9-11; Romans 1:4; 
Hebrews 1:5; 5:5) Yes, the King of the heavenly Kingdom is God’s only-begotten Son. (John 3:16) As the royal descendant of King David, Jesus holds 
incontestable title to kingship. (2 Samuel 7:4-17; Matthew 1:6, 16)

*** it-2 p. 998 Son(s) of God ***
Psalm 2, attributed to David at Acts 4:24-26, evidently applies to him initially when speaking of God’s “son.” (Ps 2:1, 2, 7-12) The psalm was later 

fulfilled in Christ Jesus, as the context in Acts shows. Since the context in the psalm shows that God is speaking, not to a baby, but to a grown man, in 
saying, “You are my son; I, today, I have become your father,” it follows that David’s entry into such sonship resulted from God’s special selection of him 
for the kingship and from God’s fatherly dealings with him. (Compare Ps 89:3, 19-27.)

*** it-2 p. 1001 Son(s) of God ***
With regard to Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, Paul applied part of Psalm 2 to that occasion, quoting God’s words, “You are my son, I have 

become your Father this day,” and he also applied words from God’s covenant with David, namely: “I myself shall become his father, and he himself will 
become my son.” (Ps 2:7; 2Sa 7:14; Ac 13:33; Heb 1:5; compare Heb 5:5.) By his resurrection from the dead to spirit life, Jesus was “declared God’s Son” 
(Ro 1:4), “declared righteous in spirit.”—1Ti 3:16.

*** ws chap. 3 p. 23 par. 6 The Rule of the “Prince of Peace” Amid Enemies ***
6 “Let me refer to the decree of Jehovah; he has said to me [Christ]: ‘You are my son; I, today, I have become your father. [Psalm 2:7 was fulfilled 

when Jehovah resurrected his Son from the dead, thus becoming an everlasting Father to Jesus. (Romans 1:4)]
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*** w86 3/1 p. 30 Do You Effectively Reason From the Scriptures? ***
Baptizer, whom the people generally acknowledged to have been a prophet of God. (Acts 13:22-25; Luke 20:4-6) But Paul knew that his audience 

was aware that Jesus had been rejected by the rulers in Jerusalem, so the apostle himself brought this matter up and explained that even the rejection 
and execution of Jesus were in fulfillment of prophecy. (Acts 13:27-29) He pointed out that God himself had then acted on behalf of Jesus by raising him 
from the dead and that there were eyewitnesses among the Jews of the fact that Jesus had been raised. (Acts 13:30, 31) Paul was well aware that this 
could be a difficult matter for many to accept, so he explained that what he was talking about was “the good news about the promise made to the 
forefathers.” He demonstrated that this was the case, quoting first from Psalm 2:7, then Isaiah 55:3, and finally Psalm 16:10. He reasoned on the last of 
those texts, showing that it could not have been fulfilled in David because he “did see corruption.” So it must apply to the one who “did not see 
corruption” because of having been raised up from the dead by God. (Acts 13:32-37) Having presented that point, Paul delivered a motivating 
conclusion. He knew that it was vital for the people to take seriously what they were hearing. Many responded favorably.—Acts 13:38-43.

17 When speaking to a non-Jewish audience, Paul employed similar teaching principles. So, in the Areopagus in Athens, Greece, he adapted his 
presentation to the circumstances and thinking of Athenians. Endeavoring to establish a common ground with that audience, he commended them 
because they were religiously devout people. He mentioned an altar in the city, one inscribed “To an Unknown God.” This God, Paul declared, was the 
One that he was publishing. (Acts 17:22, 23) Having done that, he paraphrased portions of the inspired Scriptures and proceeded to reason with them on 
the basis of these. And, having some knowledge of Greek literature, Paul also quoted their poets, not as his authority, but to show that certain matters 
he was discussing were acknowledged in their own literature. As a result, some became believers.—Acts 17:24-31, 34.

18 The good news that Paul preached in Athens was the same message that he delivered in Antioch. The differences in style of presentation were 
because he recognized what was needed in order to reason with people. He cared deeply enough about them to put forth the added effort required in 
order to do that. And such effort brought good results. May we, too, put forth the effort needed and seek God’s blessing upon our effort to reason with 
others from the Scriptures, so that we may share the good news with people of all sorts.—1 Corinthians 9:19-23.

Psalm 2:8 
*** w04 7/15 pp. 18-19 pars. 14-15 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***

According to this psalm, God tells his Son: “Ask of me, that I may give nations as your inheritance and the ends of the earth as your own 
possession.”—Psalm 2:8.

15 The King—God’s own Son—holds the position closest to Jehovah. Jesus is Jehovah’s tried, loyal, and reliable one. Moreover, Jesus has the 
inheritance as God’s Firstborn. Indeed, Jesus Christ “is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” (Colossians 1:15) All he has to do is 
ask and God ‘gives him nations as his inheritance and the ends of the earth as his possession.’ Jesus makes this request as one ‘fond of things relating to 
the sons of men’ and because of his keen desire to carry out his heavenly Father’s will toward the earth and mankind.—Proverbs 8:30, 31.

Psalm 2:9 
*** w04 7/15 p. 19 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***

Jehovah’s Decree Against the Nations
16 Since the second psalm is undergoing fulfillment now, during Jesus Christ’s invisible presence, what is in store for the nations? The King will soon 

carry out God’s declaration: “You will break them [the nations] with an iron scepter, as though a potter’s vessel you will dash them to pieces.”—Psalm 
2:9.

17 The scepters of kings of ancient times were symbols of royal authority. Some scepters were made of iron, like the one spoken of in this psalm. The 
imagery here used indicates the ease with which Christ the King will destroy the nations. A powerful blow with an iron scepter would shatter a potter’s 
earthenware vessel, smashing it beyond recovery.

Psalm 2:10 
*** w04 7/15 p. 19 par. 18 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***

18 Do national rulers have to witness such a destructive shattering? No, for the psalmist appeals to them with these words: “Now, O kings, exercise 
insight; let yourselves be corrected, O judges of the earth.” (Psalm 2:10) Kings are called on to take heed, to exercise insight. They should consider the 
emptiness of their plans, in contrast with what God’s Kingdom will do for the benefit of mankind.

*** w03 3/1 pp. 12-13 pars. 18-19 ‘Be Courageous and Strong!’ ***
To appear before a judge or a ruler because of false accusations takes courage. Still, when we boldly use such occasions to witness to those 

individuals, we are turning a difficult situation into an opportunity to accomplish something important. In effect, we convey to the ones judging us the 
words of Jehovah, recorded in the 2nd Psalm: “Now, O kings, exercise insight; let yourselves be corrected, O judges of the earth. Serve Jehovah with 
fear.” (Psalm 2:10, 11) Often, when Jehovah’s Witnesses have been falsely accused in court, judges have upheld freedom of worship, and we appreciate 
that. Some judges, however, have allowed themselves to be influenced by opposers. To such ones, the Scripture says: “Let yourselves be corrected.”

19 Judges should be aware that the highest law is that of Jehovah God. They should remember that all humans, including judges, are accountable to 
Jehovah God and Jesus Christ. (Romans 14:10)

Psalm 2:11 
*** w04 7/15 p. 19 par. 19 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***

19 To gain God’s approval, the kings of the earth would need to change their course. They are admonished to “serve Jehovah with fear and be joyful 
with trembling.” (Psalm 2:11) What if they were to take such action? Instead of being in tumult, or disorderly agitation of mind, they could rejoice at the 
prospects that the Messianic King would set before them. It would be necessary for earth’s rulers to abandon the pride and haughtiness they 
demonstrate in their rulership. Moreover, they would have to change without delay and exercise insight regarding the unequaled superiority of 
Jehovah’s sovereignty and the irresistible power of God and his Messianic King.
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Psalm 2:12 
*** w06 5/15 pp. 17-18 Highlights From Book One of Psalms ***

2:12—In what way can the rulers of the nations “kiss the son”? In Bible times, kissing was an expression of friendship and faithfulness. It was a way 
to welcome guests. The kings of the earth are commanded to kiss the Son—that is, welcome him as the Messianic King.

*** w04 7/15 pp. 19-20 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail ***
20 Psalm 2 now extends a merciful invitation to the rulers of the nations. Instead of massing together in opposition, they are advised: “Kiss the son, 

that He [Jehovah God] may not become incensed and you may not perish from the way, for his anger flares up easily.” (Psalm 2:12a) The Sovereign Lord 
Jehovah should be heeded when he issues a decree. When God set his Son upon the throne, the rulers of the earth should have quit “muttering an 
empty thing.” They should have acknowledged the King immediately and rendered him full obedience.

21 Why “kiss the son”? When this psalm was composed, kissing was an expression of friendship and was used to welcome guests into one’s home, 
where they could enjoy hospitality. Kissing could also be an act of fidelity, or faithfulness. (1 Samuel 10:1) In this verse of the second psalm, God is 
commanding the nations to kiss, or welcome, his Son as anointed King.

22 Those refusing to recognize the authority of God’s chosen King insult Jehovah. They deny Jehovah God’s universal sovereignty and his authority 
and ability to select the King that is the best ruler for mankind. The rulers of the nations will find that God’s fury will overtake them suddenly, when they 
are trying to implement their own plans. “His anger flares up easily,” or blazes quickly and irresistibly. The national rulers ought to accept this warning 
gratefully and act in harmony with it. Doing so means life.

23 This dramatic psalm concludes: “Happy are all those taking refuge in him [Jehovah].” (Psalm 2:12b) There is still time for individuals to find safety. 
That is true even of individual rulers who have been going along with the plans of the nations. They can flee to Jehovah, who provides refuge under 
Kingdom rule. But they must act before the Messianic Kingdom smashes the opposing nations.

*** w86 8/15 p. 20 The Psalmist Sings Jehovah’s Praise ***
♦ 2:12—Why the command, “Kiss the son”?

In Bible times, kissing was an expression of friendship and was used to welcome guests into the hospitality of one’s home. In this verse, Jehovah 
commands the nations to kiss, or welcome, his Son as his anointed King.—Psalm 2:2, 6-8.

Psalm 3:2 
*** w06 5/15 p. 18 Highlights From Book One of Psalms ***

3:2—What is “Selah”? This term is generally thought to represent a pause for silent meditation, either in the singing alone or in the singing and 
instrumental music. The pause was used to make the thought or emotion just expressed more impressive. There is no need to read the word aloud 
during public reading of the Psalms.

Psalm 3:3 
*** it-1 p. 1050 Head ***

‘Lifting Up the Head.’ King David, bowed in humiliation and trouble, looked to Jehovah as his Shield and the One ‘lifting up his head,’ enabling him to 
hold his head high again. (Ps 3:3; compare Lu 21:28.)

Psalm 4:4 
*** w06 5/15 p. 18 Highlights From Book One of Psalms ***

4:4. When angry or wrathful, we are wise to hold our tongue so as not to say something we will regret later.—Ephesians 4:26.

*** ba p. 26 A Practical Book for Modern Living ***
“Be agitated, but do not sin. Have your say in your heart, upon your bed, and keep silent.” (Psalm 4:4) In most cases involving minor offenses, it may be 
wise to restrain your words, thus avoiding an emotional confrontation.

*** g97 11/22 p. 18 How Can I Deal With Favoritism? ***
However, the Bible cautions: “Be agitated, but do not sin. Have your say in your heart, upon your bed, and keep silent.” (Psalm 4:4) When you are 

upset and angry, you are much more likely to say or do something that you might later regret. Recall how Cain became agitated over the favored 
position that his brother, Abel, enjoyed with God. God warned him: “There is sin crouching at the entrance, and for you is its craving; and will you, for 
your part, get the mastery over it?” (Genesis 4:3-16) Cain failed to master his feelings, and the result was disastrous!

*** g94 4/8 p. 18 Is It Always Wrong to Get Angry? ***
The Bible’s treatment of this subject is not so simplistic. Notice, for example, Paul’s words at Ephesians 4:26: “Be wrathful, and yet do not sin.” This 

verse would be quite puzzling if anger were automatically a “deadly sin,” one meriting eternal punishment.

Paul was quoting from Psalm 4:4, which reads: “Be agitated, but do not sin.” According to Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, the Hebrew 
word translated here “be agitated,” ra·ghaz′, means to “quiver with strong emotion.” But which strong emotion? Was it anger? In the Septuagint
translation of Psalm 4:4, ra·ghaz′ was rendered in Greek as “be made wrathful,” and that is clearly what Paul intended here.

*** g93 7/8 p. 25 Is It Wrong to Daydream? ***
Has someone offended you or made you angry? Note the advice given at Psalm 4:4: “Be agitated, but do not sin. Have your say in your heart, upon 

your bed, and keep silent.” This does not mean endlessly replaying hurtful scenes in your mind, nor does it mean dwelling on vivid mental images of 
thrashing someone with clever comeback lines. After all, Jesus warned that “everyone who continues wrathful with his brother will be accountable,” as 
will “whoever addresses his brother with an unspeakable word of contempt.” (Matthew 5:22) But mentally rehearsing your options—which may include 
simply forgiving the offender—may help you resolve matters with him in a calm, reasonable manner.
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Psalm 4:5 
*** w06 5/15 p. 18 Highlights From Book One of Psalms ***

4:5. Our spiritual sacrifices are “sacrifices of righteousness” only if they stem from right motives and our conduct measures up to Jehovah’s 
requirements.

Psalm 4:6 
*** it-2 p. 255 Light ***

“Lift up the light of your face upon us” is an expression meaning ‘show us favor.’ (Ps 4:6)

Psalm 4:8 
*** w91 3/1 p. 17 par. 11 Let “the Peace of God” Guard Your Heart ***

Even when hostilities broke out with neighboring lands, faithful Israelites still had the peace that really matters, peace with God. Thus, King David, a 
noted warrior, wrote: “In peace I will both lie down and sleep, for you yourself alone, O Jehovah, make me dwell in security.”—Psalm 4:8.

Psalm 5:5 
*** it-1 p. 997 Great Crowd ***

The position of ‘standing’ is sometimes used in the Bible to indicate the holding of a favored or approved position in the eyes of the one in whose 
presence the individual or group stands. (Ps 1:5; 5:5; Pr 22:29, AT; Lu 1:19)

Psalm 5:9 
*** it-1 p. 995 Grave ***

At Romans 3:13 the apostle Paul quotes Psalm 5:9, likening the throat of wicked and deceitful men to “an opened grave.” As an opened grave is to 
be filled with the dead and with corruption, their throat opens for speech that is deadly and corrupt.—Compare Mt 15:18-20.

Psalm 5:12 
*** it-1 p. 171 Arms, Armor ***

The “large shield” (Heb., tsin·nah′) was carried by the heavily armed infantry (2Ch 14:8) and sometimes by a shield bearer. (1Sa 17:7, 41) It was 
either oval or else rectangular like a door. Apparently a similar “large shield” is designated at Ephesians 6:16 by the Greek word thy·re·os′ (from thy′ra,
meaning “door”). The tsin·nah′ was large enough to cover the entire body. (Ps 5:12) It was on occasion used to set up solid-front battle lines with lances 
protruding. The large shield is sometimes mentioned with the lance or spear as a form of reference to weapons in general.—1Ch 12:8, 34; 2Ch 11:12.

Psalm 6:superscription 
*** it-1 p. 69 Alamoth ***

At 1 Chronicles 15:21, the verse following the above citation, another musical expression is transliterated, namely, shemi·nith′, referring to “harps 
tuned to Sheminith.” In the superscriptions of Psalms 6 and 12 this word is translated “lower octave.” While the two terms Alamoth and Sheminith are 
not necessarily opposites in meaning, some scholars believe they do stand in contrast to each other. The contents of the respective psalms seem to 
indicate this also: Both psalms (6 and 12) containing shemi·nith′ in their superscriptions are somewhat plaintive and would accordingly be accompanied 
in a more somber, lower range; whereas Psalm 46, containing �ala·mohth′ in its superscription, is joyous and reasonably would have accompaniment or 
be sung in a higher register.—See HARP; MUSIC.

Psalm 7:superscription 
*** it-1 p. 560 Cush ***

3. The superscription of Psalm 7 states that the psalm is “concerning the words of Cush the Benjaminite.” No other mention is made of this person. If 
the psalm relates to the early period of David’s history, the reference might be to some opposer of David in Saul’s court; if to a later period, the name 
might be used to refer enigmatically to Shimei the Benjaminite who cursed David.—2Sa 16:5-8.

*** it-2 p. 855 Samuel, Books of ***
Possibly Psalm 7 finds its historical setting in Shimei’s cursing David. (2Sa 16:5-8)

Psalm 7:8 
*** w08 12/15 p. 6 par. 13 Why Keep Your Integrity? ***

David similarly said: “Jehovah himself will pass sentence on the peoples. Judge me, O Jehovah, according to my righteousness and according to my 
integrity in me. . . . And God as righteous is testing out heart and kidneys.” (Ps. 7:8, 9) We know that God can look into the very depths of the inner 
person, the figurative “heart and kidneys.” We need to remember, though, what he is looking for. As David said, Jehovah judges us according to our 
integrity.

Psalm 7:12 
*** it-1 p. 170 Arms, Armor ***

The expression ‘to bend the bow’ (literally, ‘to tread the bow’) refers to stringing the bow. (Ps 7:12; 37:14; Jer 50:14, 29) This might be done by firmly 
planting the foot against the middle of the bow; or one end of the bow with the string attached might be held to the ground by the foot while the other 
end was bent to receive the free end of the string.

Psalm 8:superscription 
*** it-2 p. 680 Press ***

The expression “upon the Gittith” (rendered “winepresses” in the Greek Septuagint and the Latin Vulgate) appearing in the superscription of three 
Psalms (8, 81, 84) may indicate that they were songs associated with the vintage.
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Psalm 8:2 
*** cf chap. 10 p. 101 par. 8 “It Is Written” ***

Young boys, deeply impressed, began praising him. However, the religious leaders indignantly asked Jesus if he heard what those children were 
saying. He answered: “Yes. Did you never read this, ‘Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings you have furnished praise’?” (Matthew 21:16; Psalm 8:2) 
Jesus wanted those men to know that God’s Word authorized what was happening there.

Psalm 8:3 
*** w00 3/1 pp. 9-10 par. 4 Jehovah—The One Who Is Vigorous in Power ***

Centuries earlier, the psalmist David, who as a shepherd must frequently have looked up at the night sky, perceived the grandeur of the universe and 
the might of its Maker. He wrote: “When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have prepared, what is mortal 
man that you keep him in mind, and the son of earthling man that you take care of him?” (Psalm 8:3, 4) Despite his limited knowledge of celestial 
bodies, David understood that he was very insignificant in comparison with the Creator of our vast universe. Today, astronomers know much more 
about the immensity of the universe and the power that sustains it. For example, they tell us that our sun every second emits energy equivalent to the 
explosion of 100,000 million megatons of TNT. A very small fraction of that energy reaches the earth; yet that is enough to sustain all life on our planet. 
Still, our sun is by no means the most powerful star in the heavens. Some stars radiate in only one second the energy that the sun radiates in a whole 
day. Imagine, then, the power at the disposal of the One who created such heavenly bodies!

*** g92 3/22 p. 11 Lessons Learned From the Universe ***
The simplest lesson the universe teaches us is the most obvious one, one that proud medieval man strove to ignore but one that Biblical poets 

humbly acknowledged millenniums ago—that of man’s insignificance.

Recent discoveries reinforce King David’s realistic appraisal: “When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you 
have prepared, what is mortal man that you keep him in mind, and the son of earthling man that you take care of him?”—Psalm 8:3, 4.

*** it-1 p. 832 Finger ***
Figuratively, God is spoken of as accomplishing work with his “finger(s),” such as writing the Ten Commandments on stone tablets (Ex 31:18; De 

9:10), performing miracles (Ex 8:18, 19), and creating the heavens (Ps 8:3). That God’s “fingers” employed in creative activity have reference to his holy 
spirit, or active force, is indicated by the Genesis account of creation, where it is said that God’s active force (ru′ach, “spirit”) moved over the surface of 
the waters. (Ge 1:2) However, the Christian Greek Scriptures give the key to sure understanding of this symbolic usage, Matthew’s account explaining 
that Jesus expelled demons by ‘God’s holy spirit’ and Luke’s telling us that it was by “God’s finger.”—Mt 12:28; Lu 11:20.

Psalm 8:4 
*** w00 3/1 pp. 9-10 par. 4 Jehovah—The One Who Is Vigorous in Power ***

Centuries earlier, the psalmist David, who as a shepherd must frequently have looked up at the night sky, perceived the grandeur of the universe and 
the might of its Maker. He wrote: “When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have prepared, what is mortal 
man that you keep him in mind, and the son of earthling man that you take care of him?” (Psalm 8:3, 4) Despite his limited knowledge of celestial 
bodies, David understood that he was very insignificant in comparison with the Creator of our vast universe. Today, astronomers know much more 
about the immensity of the universe and the power that sustains it. For example, they tell us that our sun every second emits energy equivalent to the 
explosion of 100,000 million megatons of TNT. A very small fraction of that energy reaches the earth; yet that is enough to sustain all life on our planet. 
Still, our sun is by no means the most powerful star in the heavens. Some stars radiate in only one second the energy that the sun radiates in a whole 
day. Imagine, then, the power at the disposal of the One who created such heavenly bodies!

*** it-2 p. 1002 Son of Man ***
Hence he had not simply materialized a human body as angels had previously done; he was not an incarnation but was actually a ‘son of mankind’ 

through his human mother.—Compare 1Jo 4:2, 3; 2Jo 7; see FLESH.

For this reason the apostle Paul could apply Psalm 8 as prophetic of Jesus Christ. In his letter to the Hebrews (2:5-9), Paul quoted the verses reading: 
“What is mortal man [�enohsh′] that you keep him in mind, and the son of earthling man [ben-�a·dham′] that you take care of him? You also proceeded 
to make him a little less than godlike ones [“a little lower than angels,” at Hebrews 2:7], and with glory and splendor you then crowned him. You make 
him dominate over the works of your hands; everything you have put under his feet.” (Ps 8:4-6; compare Ps 144:3.) Paul shows that, to fulfill this 
prophetic psalm, Jesus indeed was made “a little lower than angels,” becoming actually a mortal “son of earthling man,” that he might die as such and 
thereby “taste death for every man,” thereafter being crowned with glory and splendor by his Father, who resurrected him.—Heb 2:8, 9; compare Heb 
2:14; Php 2:5-9.

Psalm 8:5 
*** it-1 p. 968 God ***

At Psalm 8:5, the angels are also referred to as �elo·him′, as is confirmed by Paul’s quotation of the passage at Hebrews 2:6-8. They are called beneh′
ha·�Elo·him′, “sons of God” (KJ); “sons of the true God” (NW), at Genesis 6:2, 4; Job 1:6; 2:1. Lexicon in Veteris Testamenti Libros, by Koehler and 
Baumgartner (1958), page 134, says: “(individual) divine beings, gods.” And page 51 says: “the (single) gods,” and it cites Genesis 6:2; Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7. 
Hence, at Psalm 8:5 �elo·him′ is rendered “angels” (LXX); “godlike ones” (NW).

Psalm 9:superscription 
*** it-2 p. 454 Muth-labben ***

MUTH-LABBEN (Muth-lab′ben).
An expression included in the superscription of one of David’s psalms (Ps 9), traditionally said to mean “[concerning] the death of the son.” Some 

commentators suggest that it indicated to the musical director the name or perhaps the opening words of a familiar song that furnished the melody to 
be used in singing this psalm. One possibility of the word’s meaning is advanced by the Targum, in which the superscription of Psalm 9 reads: “On the 
death of the man who came forth from between the camps,” alluding to a champion. The apparent reference here is to Goliath, the Philistine champion 
whom David defeated in battle between the Israelite and Philistine encampments.—1Sa 17:45-51.
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Psalm 9:1 
*** w01 4/15 pp. 7-8 pars. 22-23 Behold the Doer of Wonderful Things! ***

He certainly did not mean, though, that he would keep silent about these grand works. David proved this by his determination expressed at Psalm 
9:1: “I will laud you, O Jehovah, with all my heart; I will declare all your wonderful works.”

23 Should we not be equally moved? Should not our sense of wonder over God’s grand works move us to speak of him, of what he has done, and of 
what he will yet do? The answer is obvious—we should “declare among the nations his glory, among all the peoples his wonderful works.” (Psalm 96:3-
5) Yes, we can manifest our humble appreciation for the wonderful works of God by sharing with others what we have learned about him. Even if they 
grew up in a society that dismissed the Creator, our positive, informative expressions may awaken them to recognize God. More than that, it may move 
them to want to learn of and serve the one who “created all things,” the Doer of wonderful works, Jehovah.—Revelation 4:11.

Psalm 9:12 
*** w06 5/15 p. 18 Highlights From Book One of Psalms ***

9:12. Jehovah looks for bloodshed in order to punish the bloodguilty, but he remembers “the outcry of the afflicted ones.”

*** w86 8/15 p. 20 The Psalmist Sings Jehovah’s Praise ***
♦ 9:12—Why does Jehovah go “looking for bloodshed”?

Like a judge sitting in judgment, Jehovah seeks out those who are bloodguilty because of shedding the blood of his innocent people. (Genesis 9:5, 6; 
Luke 11:49, 50) He also punishes the guilty. But his punishments are not indiscriminate. The psalmist David assures us: “He is sure not to forget the 
outcry of the afflicted ones.”—Compare 2 Peter 2:9.

Psalm 9:16 
*** it-1 p. 1107 Higgaion ***

HIGGAION (Hig·ga′ion).
A transliteration of the Hebrew expression hig·ga·yohn′, understood by lexicographers to denote a technical term of musical direction. (Ps 9:16) On 

the basis of the context in its appearances in the Hebrew text, it has been variously rendered as “soft utterance,” “meditation,” “thoughts,” “melody,” 
“sweet music,” “resounding music,” and “muttering(s).” (Ps 19:14; 92:3; La 3:62, AT, Mo, NW, Ro, RS, Yg) At Psalm 9:16, Higgaion may signify either a 
solemn, deep-toned harp interlude or a solemn pause conducive to meditation.

Psalm 10:2 
*** w95 1/1 p. 29 Determining Weakness, Wickedness, and Repentance ***

Other things that characterize a wicked person are outlined in Psalm 10. There we read: “In his haughtiness the wicked one hotly pursues the 
afflicted one; . . . he has disrespected Jehovah.” (Psalm 10:2, 3) How are we to view a dedicated Christian who is haughty and disrespects Jehovah? 
Surely, these are wicked mental attitudes. A person who sins out of weakness will, once he realizes his sin or has it drawn to his attention, repent and 
strive hard to turn his life around. (2 Corinthians 7:10, 11) In contrast, if a man sins because of a fundamental disrespect for Jehovah, what will stop him 
from returning again and again to his sinful course? If he is haughty despite being counseled in a spirit of mildness, how can he have the humility needed 
to repent sincerely and truly?

Psalm 10:11 
*** w07 5/15 p. 20 “Your Plans Will Be Firmly Established” ***

As we have already noted, the heart is treacherous and is capable of carrying out false reasoning. For example, a person may commit a sin, and his 
heart may resort to self-justification. Instead of abandoning his sinful course, the individual may reason that God is loving, kind, merciful, and forgiving. 
Such a man has said in his heart: “God has forgotten. He has concealed his face. He will certainly never see it.” (Psalm 10:11) However, it is improper and 
dangerous to presume upon God’s mercy.

Psalm 10:13 
*** w95 1/1 pp. 29-30 Determining Weakness, Wickedness, and Repentance ***

Consider now David’s words a little later in the same psalm: “Why is it that the wicked one has disrespected God? He has said in his heart: ‘You will 
not require an accounting.’” (Psalm 10:13) In the setting of the Christian congregation, the wicked man knows the difference between right and wrong, 
but he does not hesitate to do wrong if he thinks he can get away with it. As long as there is no fear of exposure, he gives full rein to his sinful 
inclinations. Unlike David, if his sins do come to light, he will scheme to avoid discipline. Such a man is highly disrespectful of Jehovah. “There is no dread 
of God in front of his eyes. . . . What is bad he does not reject.”—Psalm 36:1, 4.

Psalm 10:14 
*** yp2 chap. 35 p. 289 How Can I Become God’s Friend? ***
Through personal tragedy Jeremy came to appreciate the value of having a friendship with God. “When I was 12, my father left our family,” he 
explains. “One night I was praying in bed, begging Jehovah to make my father come back.”

In his despair, Jeremy began reading his Bible. When he came upon Psalm 10:14, he was profoundly moved. That verse says of Jehovah: “To you 
the unfortunate one, the fatherless boy, commits himself. You yourself have become his helper.” Jeremy says: “I felt that Jehovah was talking to 
me and letting me know that he was my helper; he was my Father. What better father could I have than him?”

Psalm 10:15 
*** it-1 p. 168 Arm ***

Breaking the arm represents shattering one’s might. (Job 38:15; Ps 10:15; Jer 48:25)


