
Theocratic Ministry School Review

The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning August 29, 2011. 

1. How is God’s loving-kindness “better than life”? (Ps. 63:3) [w01 10/15 pp. 15-16, p. par. 17]
(Psalm 63:3) Because your loving-kindness is better than life, My own lips will commend you.

*** w01 10/15 pp. 15-16 par. 17 Who Will Separate Us From God's Love? ***
17 How important is God's love to you? Do you feel as did David, who wrote: "Because your loving-kindness is better 
than life, my own lips will commend you. Thus I shall bless you during my lifetime; in your name I shall raise my 
palms"? (Psalm 63:3, 4) Truly, is there anything that life in this world has to offer that is better than enjoying God's 
love and loyal friendship? For example, is pursuing a lucrative secular career better than having the peace of mind 
and happiness that result from a close relationship with God? (Luke 12:15) Some Christians have been confronted 
with the choice of renouncing Jehovah or facing death. That happened to many of Jehovah's Witnesses in Nazi 
concentration camps during World War II. With very few exceptions, our Christian brothers chose to remain in God's 
love, being willing to face death if necessary. Those who loyally remain in his love can be confident of receiving from 
God an everlasting future, something that the world cannot give us. (Mark 8:34-36) But even more is involved than 
everlasting life.

2. What does Psalm 70 indicate about David? [w08 9/15 p. 4 par. 4]

*** w08 9/15 p. 4 par. 4 Jehovah—“Provider of Escape” in Bible Times ***
4 What does Psalm 70 indicate about David? When he had been faced with determined enemies who were out to 

take his life, David chose not to take matters into his own hands. Instead, he trusted that Jehovah would deal with the 
opposers in his own time and way. (1 Sam. 26:10) David continued firmly convinced that Jehovah helps and delivers 
those who seek him. (Heb. 11:6) David believed that such true worshippers have every reason to rejoice and to 
magnify Jehovah by telling others about his greatness.—Ps. 5:11; 35:27.

3. What is Psalm 75:5 warning against? [w06 7/15 p. 11 par. 2]

(Psalm 75:5) Do not exalt YOUR horn on high. Do not speak with an arrogant neck.

*** w06 7/15 p. 11 Highlights From Books Three and Four of Psalms ***

75:4, 5, 10—What is signified by the term “horn”? The horns of an animal are a powerful weapon. Hence, the 
term “horn” figuratively denotes power, or strength. Jehovah raises up the horns of his people, causing them to be 
exalted, whereas he ‘cuts down the horns of the wicked ones.’ We are warned against ‘exalting our horn on high’ in 
that we should not take on a proud or arrogant attitude. Since Jehovah does the exalting, assignments of 
responsibility in the congregation are to be viewed as coming from him.—Psalm 75:7.

4. When particularly can we expect Jehovah to listen to our prayers? (Ps. 79:9) [w06 7/15 p. 
12 par. 5]

(Psalm 79:9) Help us, O God of our salvation, For the sake of the glory of your name; And deliver us and cover 
over our sins on account of your name.

*** w06 7/15 p. 12 Highlights From Books Three and Four of Psalms ***

79:9. Jehovah listens to our prayers, especially when they are concerning the sanctification of his name.

5. What are the “hidden things” spoken of at Psalm 90:7, 8? [w01 11/15 pp. 12-13 pars. 14-16]
(Psalm 90:7-8) For we have come to an end in your anger, And by your rage we have been disturbed. 8 You 
have set our errors right in front of you, Our hidden things before your bright face.

*** w01 11/15 pp. 12-13 pars. 14-16 Jehovah Shows Us How to Count Our Days ***
14 As to God, the psalmist adds: “We have come to an end in your anger, and by your rage we have been

disturbed. You have set our errors right in front of you, our hidden things before your bright face. For all our days have
come to their decline in your fury; we have finished our years just like a whisper.”—Psalm 90:7-9.



15 Faithless Israelites ‘came to an end in God’s anger.’ They were ‘disturbed by his rage,’ or ‘terrified by his 
indignation.’ (New International Version) Some were “laid low in the wilderness” as a result of divine judgments. 
(1 Corinthians 10:5) Jehovah ‘set their errors right in front of him.’ He called them to account for their public 
wrongdoing, but even their “hidden things,” or concealed sins, were ‘before his bright face.’ (Proverbs 15:3) As objects 
of God’s fury, the unrepentant Israelites ‘finished their years just like a whisper.’ For that matter, our own brief life 
span is like a breath passing our lips as a mere whisper.

16 If any of us were to practice sin secretly, we might be able to hide such conduct from fellow humans for a time. 
But our hidden wrongdoing would be ‘before Jehovah’s bright face,’ and our actions would damage our relationship 
with him. To regain intimacy with Jehovah, we would need to pray for his forgiveness, leave our transgressions, and 
gratefully accept the spiritual help of Christian elders. (Proverbs 28:13; James 5:14, 15) How much better that would 
be than possibly ‘finishing our years just like a whisper,’ with our hope of everlasting life in jeopardy!

6. As indicated at Psalm 92:12-15, what important responsibility is conferred on older ones in 
the congregations? [w04 5/15 pp. 13-14 pars. 14-18]

(Psalm 92:12-15) The righteous himself will blossom forth as a palm tree does; As a cedar in Leb′a·non does, he 
will grow big. 13 Those who are planted in the house of Jehovah, In the courtyards of our God, they will blossom 
forth. 14 They will still keep on thriving during gray-headedness, Fat and fresh they will continue to be, 15 To tell 
that Jehovah is upright. [He is] my Rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.

*** w04 5/15 pp. 13-14 pars. 14-18 Elderly Ones—Valuable Members of Our Christian Brotherhood ***
14 Have you served as a congregation elder for many years? “Use the wisdom that comes with advancing years 

unselfishly,” is the advice of one longtime congregation elder. “Delegate responsibility, and share your experience with 
others who have a willing spirit . . . See the potential in others. Develop and nurture it. Build for the future.” 
(Deuteronomy 3:27, 28) Your genuine interest in the ever-expanding Kingdom work will result in many blessings for 
others in our Christian brotherhood.

“Tell That Jehovah Is Upright”
15 Older servants of God joyfully discharge their responsibility “to tell that Jehovah is upright.” If you are an elderly 

Christian, your words and deeds can show others that ‘Jehovah is your Rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.’ 
(Psalm 92:15) The palm tree bears silent witness to its Creator’s superlative qualities. But Jehovah has given you the 
privilege of testifying about him to those now embracing true worship. (Deuteronomy 32:7; Psalm 71:17, 18; Joel 
1:2, 3) Why is this important?

16 When the Israelite leader Joshua was “old and advanced in days,” he “proceeded to call all Israel, its older men 
and its heads and its judges and its officers,” and to remind them of God’s upright dealings. He said: “Not one word 
out of all the good words that Jehovah your God has spoken to you has failed. They have all come true for you.”
(Joshua 23:1, 2, 14) For a time, these words strengthened the people’s resolve to remain faithful. After Joshua’s 
death, however, “another generation began to rise . . . that did not know Jehovah or the work that he had done for 
Israel. And the sons of Israel fell to doing what was bad in the eyes of Jehovah and serving the Baals.”—Judges 2:8-
11.

17 The integrity of the present-day Christian congregation does not depend upon the oral testimony of older 
servants of God. Yet, our faith in Jehovah and his promises is reinforced when we hear firsthand accounts of the 
“great work” that he has performed for his people in these last days. (Judges 2:7; 2 Peter 1:16-19) If you have been 
associated with Jehovah’s organization for many years, you may recall the time when there were very few Kingdom 
proclaimers in your region or country or when the preaching work faced stiff opposition. Over time, you have seen 
Jehovah remove certain obstacles and ‘speed up’ Kingdom growth. (Isaiah 54:17; 60:22) You have noted the 
clarification of Bible truths and have witnessed the progressive refinement of the visible part of God’s organization. 
(Proverbs 4:18; Isaiah 60:17) Do you seek to build others up by sharing with them your experience relating to 
Jehovah’s upright dealings? What a positive and strengthening effect this can have on the Christian brotherhood!

18 What about the occasions when you have experienced Jehovah’s loving care and guidance in your personal 
life? (Psalm 37:25; Matthew 6:33; 1 Peter 5:7) An elderly sister named Martha used to encourage others by saying: 
“No matter what happens, never abandon Jehovah. He will sustain you.” This advice had a profound effect on 
Tolmina, one of Martha’s Bible students who was baptized in the early 1960’s. “When my husband died,” recalls 
Tolmina, “I felt very discouraged, but those words made me determined not to miss a single meeting. And Jehovah 
really did strengthen me to continue.” Tolmina has given the same advice to many of her own Bible students over the 
years. Indeed, by offering encouragement and recounting Jehovah’s upright dealings, you can do much to build up 
the faith of fellow believers.

7. In recording the words spoken at Psalm 102:25-27, was the psalmist contradicting God’s 



everlasting purpose for the earth? (Gen. 1:28) [w08 4/1 p. 12 par. 1]

(Psalm 102:25-27) Long ago you laid the foundations of the earth itself, And the heavens are the work of your 
hands. 26 They themselves will perish, but you yourself will keep standing; And just like a garment they will all of 
them wear out. Just like clothing you will replace them, and they will finish their turn. 27 But you are the same, and 
your own years will not be completed.

(Genesis 1:28) Further, God blessed them and God said to them: “Be fruitful and become many and fill the earth 
and subdue it, and have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and every living 
creature that is moving upon the earth.”

*** w08 4/1 pp. 11-12 Will Our Earth Ever Be Destroyed? ***

Long before scientists recognized the “tendency toward disorder” in all physical things, a Bible psalmist wrote: 
“You [that is, God] laid the foundations of the earth itself, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They 
themselves will perish, but you yourself will keep standing; and just like a garment they will all of them wear out. Just 
like clothing you will replace them, and they will finish their turn. But you are the same, and your own years will not be 
completed.”—Psalm 102:25-27.

In recording these words, the psalmist was not contradicting God’s everlasting purpose for the earth. Rather, he 
was contrasting God’s eternal existence with the perishability of all the matter that God had created. Without God’s 
eternal renewing power, the universe—including the solar system that we depend on for stability, light, and energy—
would descend into total disorder and ultimate destruction. Thus, if left to itself, our earth would “wear out,” or come to 
a permanent end.

8. What lesson concerning failure to exercise discernment is brought to our attention at 
Psalm 106:7? [w95 9/1 p. 19 par. 4-p. 20 par. 2]

(Psalm 106:7) As for our forefathers in Egypt, They did not show any insight into your wonderful works. They did 
not remember the abundance of your grand loving-kindness, But they behaved rebelliously at the sea, by the Red 
Sea.

*** w95 9/1 pp. 19-20 Can You Cultivate More Discernment? ***
Israel's Lack of Discernment
The danger of failing to exercise discernment is seen in an event in the early history of Israel. Looking back on that 
time, the inspired psalmist said: "As for our forefathers in Egypt, they did not show any insight into your wonderful 
works. They did not remember the abundance of your grand loving-kindness, but they behaved rebelliously at the sea, 
by the Red Sea."-Psalm 106:7.
When Moses led Israel out of Egypt, Jehovah had already shown his power and his determination to free his people 
by visiting ten plagues on that mighty world power. After Pharaoh let the Israelites go, Moses led them to the banks of 
the Red Sea. However, the armies of Egypt marched after them in pursuit. It seemed as though the Israelites were 
trapped and that their newfound freedom was to be very short-lived. So the Bible record says: "The sons of Israel got 
quite afraid and began to cry out to Jehovah." And they turned on Moses, saying: "What is this that you have done to 
us in leading us out of Egypt? . . . For it is better for us to serve the Egyptians than for us to die in the wilderness."-
Exodus 14:10-12.
Their fear may seem understandable until we remember that they had already seen ten outstanding demonstrations 
of Jehovah's power. They knew firsthand what Moses would remind them of some 40 years later: "Jehovah brought 
us out of Egypt with a strong hand and an outstretched arm and with great fearsomeness and with signs and 
miracles." (Deuteronomy 26:8) Hence, as the psalmist wrote, when the Israelites turned against Moses' direction, 
"they did not show any insight." Nevertheless, Jehovah, true to his promise, inflicted a stunning defeat on the forces of 
Egypt.-Exodus 14:19-31.
Our faith could similarly falter if we were to greet trials with doubt or indecision. Discernment will help us to view things 
always in perspective, remembering how much greater Jehovah is than any who may be opposing us. Discernment 
will also help us to keep in mind what Jehovah has already done for us. It will help us never to lose sight of the fact 
that he is the One "guarding all those loving him."-Psalm 145:18-20.

9. According to Psalm 110:1, 4, what oath does Jehovah make toward the promised Seed, or 
Messiah, and how will this work out for the blessing of all mankind? [cl p. 194 par. 13]

(Psalm 110:1) The utterance of Jehovah to my Lord is: “Sit at my right hand Until I place your enemies as a stool 
for your feet.”

(Psalm 110:4) Jehovah has sworn (and he will feel no regret): “You are a priest to time indefinite According to the 
manner of Mel·chiz′e·dek!”



*** cl chap. 19 p. 194 par. 13 “God’s Wisdom in a Sacred Secret” ***
13 Under inspiration, David wrote: “The utterance of Jehovah to my Lord is: ‘Sit at my right hand until I place your 

enemies as a stool for your feet.’ Jehovah has sworn (and he will feel no regret): ‘You are a priest to time indefinite 
according to the manner of Melchizedek!’” (Psalm 110:1, 4) David’s words applied directly to the promised Seed, or 
Messiah. (Acts 2:35, 36) This King would rule, not from Jerusalem, but from heaven at Jehovah’s “right hand.” That 
would give him authority not just over the land of Israel but over the whole earth. (Psalm 2:6-8) Something more was 
here revealed. Note that Jehovah uttered a solemn oath that the Messiah would be “a priest . . . according to the 
manner of Melchizedek.” Like Melchizedek, who served as king-priest in Abraham’s day, the coming Seed would have 
a direct appointment from God to serve as King and Priest!—Genesis 14:17-20.

10.What effect did the psalmist’s meditation on the benefits of his having served God have on 
him? (Ps. 116:12, 14) [w09 7/15 p. 29 pars. 4-5]

(Psalm 116:12) What shall I repay to Jehovah For all his benefits to me?

(Psalm 116:14) My vows I shall pay to Jehovah, Yes, in front of all his people.

*** w09 7/15 p. 29 Accept Gratefully—Give Wholeheartedly ***

“What Shall I Repay to Jehovah?”

The psalmist wondered: “What shall I repay to Jehovah for all his benefits to me?” (Ps. 116:12) What benefits had 
he received? Jehovah had sustained him during a period of “distress and grief.” Moreover, Jehovah had “rescued [his] 
soul from death.” Now he wanted to “repay” Jehovah somehow. What could the psalmist do? He said: “My vows I 
shall pay to Jehovah.” (Ps. 116:3, 4, 8, 10-14) He resolved to keep all the solemn promises that he had made to 
Jehovah and to fulfill all his obligations to him.

You can do the same. How? By following a life course that at all times conforms to God’s laws and principles. 
Hence, make sure that your worship of Jehovah remains the most important thing in your life and that you let God’s 
spirit guide you in everything you do. (Eccl. 12:13; Gal. 5:16-18) In reality, of course, you can never fully repay 
Jehovah for all he has done for you. Still, it does ‘make Jehovah’s heart rejoice’ to see that you are wholeheartedly 
giving of yourself in his service. (Prov. 27:11) What a wonderful privilege it is to give Jehovah pleasure in this way!


