
Theocratic Ministry School Review : Background Research

The following questions will be considered at the Theocratic Ministry School during the week beginning 
February 28, 2011. The school overseer will conduct a 20-minute review based on material covered in 
assignments for the weeks of January 3 through February 28, 2011.

1. What work did Hezekiah initiate at the beginning of his reign, and how can we imitate him 
today? (2 Chron. 29:16-18) [w09 6/15 p. 9 par. 13]

(2 Chronicles 29:16-18) The priests now came inside the house of Jehovah to do the cleansing and brought out 
all the uncleanness that they found in the temple of Jehovah to the courtyard of the house of Jehovah. In turn 
the Levites received it to take it out to the torrent valley of Kid′ron outside. 17 Thus they got started on the 
first [day] of the first month at sanctifying, and on the eighth day of the month they came to the porch of 
Jehovah; so that they sanctified the house of Jehovah in eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the first 
month they finished. 18 After that they came inside to Hez·e·ki′ah the king and said: “We have cleansed the 
whole house of Jehovah, the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the table of the layer bread and all 
its utensils.

*** w09 6/15 p. 9 par. 13 Be Zealous for Jehovah’s House! ***
13 In the first month of his reign, Hezekiah expressed his zeal for the worship of Jehovah by reopening 

and repairing the temple. He organized the priests and the Levites to cleanse God’s house. They did so in 
16 days. (Read 2 Chronicles 29:16-18.) That effort reminds us of the maintenance and repair work that 
keeps our meeting places in a condition that reflects our zealous worship of Jehovah. Have you not heard 
experiences showing that people are impressed by the zeal of the brothers and sisters who share in such 
work? Yes, their efforts bring much praise to Jehovah.

2. How does 2 Chronicles 36:21 underscore the fulfillment of the prophecy recorded at Jeremiah 
25:8-11? [w06 11/15 p. 32 pars. 1-4]

(Jeremiah 25:8-11) “Therefore this is what Jehovah of armies has said, ‘“For the reason that YOU did not 
obey my words, 9 here I am sending and I will take all the families of the north,” is the utterance of Jehovah, 
“even [sending] to Neb·u·chad·rez′zar the king of Babylon, my servant, and I will bring them against this land 
and against its inhabitants and against all these nations round about; and I will devote them to destruction 
and make them an object of astonishment and something to whistle at and places devastated to time 
indefinite. 10 And I will destroy out of them the sound of exultation and the sound of rejoicing, the voice of 
the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the hand mill and the light of the lamp. 11 And all this 
land must become a devastated place, an object of astonishment, and these nations will have to serve the king 
of Babylon seventy years.”’

*** w06 11/15 p. 32 Did Judah Remain Desolate? ***
Did Judah Remain Desolate?

THE Bible foretold that the land of the kingdom of Judah would be devastated by the Babylonians and 
would remain desolate until the return of the Jewish exiles. (Jeremiah 25:8-11) The strongest reason to 
believe that this prophecy came true is the inspired historical account recorded some 75 years after the 
first group of exiles returned to their homeland. It states that the king of Babylon “carried off those 
remaining from the sword captive to Babylon, and they came to be servants to him and his sons until the 
royalty of Persia began to reign.” And regarding the land, it is reported: “All the days of lying desolated it 
kept sabbath.” (2 Chronicles 36:20, 21) Is there any archaeological evidence to support this?

In the journal Biblical Archaeology Review, Ephraim Stern, professor of Palestinian archaeology at 
Hebrew University, points out: “The Assyrians and Babylonians both ravaged large parts of ancient Israel, 
yet the archaeological evidence from the aftermath of their respective conquests tells two very different 
stories.” He explains: “While the Assyrians left a clear imprint of their presence in Palestine, there is a 
strange gap after the Babylonian destruction. . . . We find no evidence of occupation until the Persian 



period . . . There is a complete gap in evidence suggesting occupation. In all that time, not a single town 
destroyed by the Babylonians was resettled.”

Professor Lawrence E. Stager of Harvard University agrees. “Throughout Philistia, and later 
throughout Judah,” he says, the Babylonian king’s “scorched-earth policy created a veritable wasteland 
west of the Jordan River.” Stager adds: “Only with Cyrus the Great, the Persian successor to the 
Babylonians, does the archaeological record begin again . . . in Jerusalem and in Judah, where many 
Jewish exiles returned to their homeland.”

Yes, Jehovah’s word concerning Judah’s lying desolate was fulfilled. What Jehovah God foretells 
always comes true. (Isaiah 55: 10, 11) We can put our complete confidence in Jehovah and in the 
promises recorded in his Word, the Bible.—2 Timothy 3:16.

3. How does Ezra 3:1-6 support the Scriptural evidence that Jerusalem’s 70-year desolation ended 
right on time? [w06 1/15 p. 19 par. 2]

(Ezra 3:1-6) When the seventh month arrived the sons of Israel were in [their] cities. And the people began to 
gather themselves as one man to Jerusalem. 2 And Jesh′u·a the son of Je·hoz′a·dak and his brothers the 
priests and Ze·rub′ba·bel the son of She·al′ti·el and his brothers proceeded to rise up and build the altar of 
the God of Israel, to offer up burnt sacrifices upon it, according to what is written in the law of Moses the 
man of the [true] God. 3 So they established the altar firmly upon its own site, for fright [came] upon them 
because of the peoples of the lands, and they began offering up burnt sacrifices to Jehovah upon it, the burnt 
sacrifices of the morning and of the evening. 4 Then they held the festival of booths according to what is 
written, with the burnt sacrifices day by day in number according to the rule of what was due each day. 
5 And afterward there was the constant burnt offering and that for the new moons and for all the sanctified 
festival seasons of Jehovah and for everyone that willingly offered a voluntary offering to Jehovah. 6 From 
the first day of the seventh month on they started to offer up burnt sacrifices to Jehovah, when the foundation 
of Jehovah’s temple itself had not yet been laid.

*** w06 1/15 p. 19 Highlights From the Book of Ezra ***

3:1-6. In the seventh month of 537 B.C.E. (Tishri, corresponding to September/October), the faithful 
returnees offered their first sacrifice. The Babylonians had entered Jerusalem in the fifth month (Ab, 
corresponding to July/August) of 607 B.C.E., and two months later the city’s desolation was complete. 
(2 Kings 25:8-17, 22-26) As foretold, Jerusalem’s 70-year desolation ended right on time. (Jeremiah 
25:11; 29:10) Anything Jehovah’s Word foretells always comes true.

4. Why was Ezra stunned when he learned of the intermarriage with the people of the land? (Ezra 
9:1-3) [w06 1/15 p. 20 par. 1]

(Ezra 9:1-3) And as soon as these things were finished, the princes approached me, saying: “The people of 
Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands as regards 
their detestable things, namely, the Ca′naan·ites, the Hit′tites, the Per′iz·zites, the Jeb′u·sites, the 
Am′mon·ites, the Mo′ab·ites, the Egyptians and the Am′or·ites. 2 For they have accepted some of their 
daughters for themselves and for their sons; and they, the holy seed, have become mingled with the peoples of 
the lands, and the hand of the princes and the deputy rulers has proved to be foremost in this unfaithfulness.” 
3 Now as soon as I heard of this thing I ripped apart my garment and my sleeveless coat, and I began to pull 
out some of the hair of my head and of my beard, and I kept sitting stunned.

*** w06 1/15 p. 20 Highlights From the Book of Ezra ***

9:1, 2—How serious a threat was intermarriage with the people of the land? The restored nation 
was to be the guardian of Jehovah’s worship until the coming of the Messiah. Intermarriage with other 
inhabitants was a real threat to true worship. Because some had formed marriage alliances with the idol-
worshipping people, the entire nation might eventually be assimilated into the pagan nations. Pure 
worship could have vanished from the face of the earth. To whom, then, would the Messiah come? No 
wonder Ezra was stunned at seeing what had taken place!



5. Who were the “majestic ones,” and what attitude of theirs should we avoid? (Neh. 3:5) [w06 2/1 
p. 10 par. 1; w86 2/15 p. 25]

(Nehemiah 3:5) And at their side the Te·ko′ites did repair work; but their majestic ones themselves did not 
bring the back of their neck into the service of their masters.

*** w06 2/1 p. 10 Highlights From the Book of Nehemiah ***

3:5, 27. We should not consider manual work done in the interests of true worship beneath our dignity, 
as did the “majestic ones” of the Tekoites. Rather, we can imitate the common Tekoites who willingly 
expended themselves.

*** w86 2/15 p. 25 True Worship Triumphs ***

♦ 3:5—Who were these “majestic ones”?

They were prominent Jews among the inhabitants or former residents of Tekoa, a town some ten 
miles (16 km) south of Jerusalem. These “majestic ones” apparently were too proud to humble 
themselves and work under the yoke of overseers appointed by Nehemiah.—Compare Jeremiah 27:11.

6. How is Governor Nehemiah a fine example for Christian overseers? (Neh. 5:14-19) [si p. 90 par. 
16]

(Nehemiah 5:14-19) Another thing: From the day that he commissioned me to become their governor in the 
land of Judah, from the twentieth year to the thirty-second year of Ar·ta·xerx′es the king, twelve years, I 
myself and my brothers did not eat the bread due the governor. 15 As for the former governors that were 
prior to me, they had made it heavy upon the people, and they kept taking from them for bread and wine 
daily forty silver shekels. Also, their attendants themselves domineered over the people. As for me, I did not 
do that way on account of the fear of God. 16 And, what is more, in the work of this wall I took a hand, and 
not a field did we acquire; and all my attendants were collected together there for the work. 17 And the Jews 
and the deputy rulers, a hundred and fifty men, and those coming in to us from the nations that were around 
us were at my table. 18 As for that which happened to be made ready daily, one bull, six select sheep and 
birds were made ready for me, and once every ten days every sort of wine in abundance. And along with this 
the bread due the governor I did not demand, because the service upon this people was heavy. 19 Do 
remember for me, O my God, for good, all that I have done in behalf of this people.

*** si p. 90 par. 16 Bible Book Number 16—Nehemiah ***
16 Nehemiah’s godly devotion should be an inspiration to all lovers of right worship. He left a favored 

position to become a humble overseer among Jehovah’s people. He even refused the material 
contribution that was his right, and he roundly condemned materialism as a snare. The zealous pursuit 
and upkeep of Jehovah’s worship was what Nehemiah advocated for the entire nation. (5:14, 15; 13:10-
13) Nehemiah was a splendid example to us in being entirely unselfish and discreet, a man of action, 
fearless for righteousness in the face of danger. (4:14, 19, 20; 6:3, 15) He had the proper fear of God and 
was interested in building up his fellow servants in the faith. (13:14; 8:9) He vigorously applied the law of 
Jehovah, especially as it related to true worship and the rejection of foreign influences, such as marriages 
with pagans.—13:8, 23-29.

7. Like the Israelites in Nehemiah’s day, how can we avoid neglecting “the house of our God”? 
(Neh. 10:32-39) [w98 10/15 pp. 21-22 par. 12]

(Nehemiah 10:32-39) Also, we imposed upon ourselves commandments to give, each of us, a third of a shekel 
yearly for the service of the house of our God, 33 for the layer bread and the constant grain offering and the 
constant burnt offering of the sabbaths, the new moons, for the appointed feasts and for the holy things and 
for the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel and all the work of the house of our God. 34 Also, the lots 
we cast concerning the supply of the wood that the priests, the Levites and the people should bring to the 



house of our God, by the house of our forefathers, at the appointed times, year by year, to burn upon the 
altar of Jehovah our God, according to what is written in the law; 35 and to bring the first ripe fruits of our 
ground and the first ripe fruits of all the fruitage of every sort of tree, year by year, to the house of Jehovah; 
36 and the firstborn of our sons and of our domestic animals, according to what is written in the law, and the 
firstborn of our herds and of our flocks, to bring [them] to the house of our God, to the priests that were 
ministering in the house of our God. 37 Also, the firstfruits of our coarse meal and our contributions and the 
fruitage of every sort of tree, new wine and oil we should bring to the priests to the dining halls of the house of 
our God, also the tenth from our soil to the Levites, as they, the Levites, are the ones receiving a tenth in all 
our agricultural cities. 38 And the priest, the son of Aaron, must prove to be with the Levites when the 
Levites receive a tenth; and the Levites themselves should offer up a tenth of the tenth to the house of our 
God to the dining halls of the supply house. 39 For it is to the dining halls that the sons of Israel and the sons 
of the Levites should bring the contribution of the grain, the new wine and the oil, and there is where the 
utensils of the sanctuary and the priests that were ministering, and the gatekeepers and the singers are; and 
we should not neglect the house of our God.

*** w98 10/15 pp. 21-22 A Jerusalem True to Its Name ***

We Should Not Neglect God’s House
10 There is a proper time and place to correct serious deficiencies among God’s people. Apparently 

realizing that this was such a time, Ezra and Nehemiah arranged for a day of fasting on the 24th of the 
month of Tishri. Again God’s Law was read, and the people made confession of their sins. Then the 
Levites reviewed God’s merciful dealings with his wayward people, made beautiful expressions of praise 
to Jehovah, and contracted “a trustworthy arrangement” attested by the seal of their princes, Levites, and 
priests.—Nehemiah 9:1-38.

11 The people in general took an oath to carry out the written “trustworthy arrangement.” They would 
“walk in the law of the true God.” And they agreed not to enter into marriage alliances with “the peoples of 
the land.” (Nehemiah 10:28-30) Moreover, the Jews bound themselves to observe the Sabbath, to make 
an annual financial contribution in support of true worship, to supply wood for the altar of sacrifice, to give 
the firstborn of their flocks and herds for sacrifices, and to bring the firstfruits of their land to the dining 
halls of the temple. Clearly, they were determined ‘not to neglect the house of their God.’—Nehemiah 
10:32-39.

12 Today, Jehovah’s people must be careful not to neglect their privilege of ‘rendering sacred service’ 
in the courtyards of Jehovah’s great spiritual temple. (Revelation 7:15) This involves regular heartfelt 
prayers for the advancement of Jehovah’s worship. Living in harmony with such prayers requires 
preparation for Christian meetings and participation in them, sharing in arrangements to preach the good 
news, and helping interested ones by returning and, if possible, conducting Bible studies with them. Many 
who do not want to neglect God’s house make financial contributions toward the preaching work and the 
maintenance of places of true worship. We may also be able to give our support to the building of urgently 
needed meeting places as well as to keep them clean and tidy. An important way to show love for God’s 
spiritual house is to work for the peace of fellow believers and to assist any who are in need of material or 
spiritual help.—Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20; Hebrews 13:15, 16.

8. Reflecting on Nehemiah’s course may cause us to ask ourselves what questions? (Neh. 13:31) 
[w96 9/15 p. 17 par. 3]

(Nehemiah 13:31) even for the supply of the wood at appointed times and for the first ripe fruits. Do 
remember me, O my God, for good.

*** w96 9/15 p. 17 par. 3 May Jehovah Credit Good to Your Account ***
3 A person who does good is virtuous and performs upright deeds that benefit others. Nehemiah was 

such a man. He had a reverential fear of God and great zeal for true worship. Moreover, he was thankful 
for his privileges in God’s service and rendered a fine account of himself to Jehovah. Reflecting on his 
course may well cause us to ask ourselves, ‘How do I view my God-given privileges and responsibilities? 
What kind of account am I giving of myself to Jehovah God and Jesus Christ?’



9. Did Esther have immoral intercourse with King Ahasuerus? (Esther 2:14-17) [w91 1/1 p. 31 par. 
6]

(Esther 2:14-17) In the evening she herself came in, and in the morning she herself returned to the second 
house of the women in charge of Sha·ash′gaz the king’s eunuch, the guardian of the concubines. She would 
not come in anymore to the king unless the king had taken delight in her and she had been called by name. 
15 And when the turn of Esther the daughter of Ab′i·ha·il the uncle of Mor′de·cai, whom he had taken as his 
daughter, arrived to come in to the king, she did not request anything except what Heg′a·i the king’s eunuch, 
the guardian of the women, proceeded to mention (all the while Esther was continually gaining favor in the 
eyes of everyone seeing her). 16 Then Esther was taken to King A·has·u·e′rus at his royal house in the tenth 
month, that is, the month Te′beth, in the seventh year of his reign. 17 And the king came to love Esther more 
than all the other women, so that she gained more favor and loving-kindness before him than all the other 
virgins. And he proceeded to put the royal headdress upon her head and make her queen instead of Vash′ti.

*** w91 1/1 pp. 30-31 Questions From Readers ***
Questions From Readers

▪ Did the young Jewish woman Esther have immoral sex with the Persian king to win his favor and
thus gain advantages?

Some may have concluded this from secular reporting, but the reliable record in the Bible contradicts 
this presumption.

The Jewish historian Flavius Josephus provides a secular report that Persian queen Vashti refused to 
appear before her husband, Ahasuerus. Thereupon, the king, evidently Xerxes I of the fifth 
century B.C.E., angrily rejected Vashti and agreed to an empire-wide search to find a new queen. 
Beautiful young virgins were assembled and given a lengthy beauty treatment.

“Then, when [the king’s eunuch] thought that the virgins had had sufficient care . . . and were now fit to 
come into the king’s bed, he sent one every day to lie with the king, who, after having intercourse with 
her, at once sent her back to the eunuch. But, when Esther came to him, he was pleased with her and 
then, having fallen in love with her, made her his lawful wife and held their wedding.”—Jewish Antiquities,
Book XI, 184-202, translated by Ralph Marcus, (Book 11, chapter 6, paragraphs 1, 2, as translated by 
William Whiston).

This secular account could lead one to think that the virgins shared in immoral sex with the king and 
that the only difference in the case of Esther was that her immorality led to marriage and her becoming 
the queen. The Bible, however, provides us with more accurate and satisfying information.

After describing the beauty treatments, the Bible says: “Then on these conditions [each] young woman 
herself came in to the king. . . . In the evening she herself came in, and in the morning she herself 
returned to the second house of the women in charge of Shaashgaz the king’s eunuch, the guardian of 
the concubines. She would not come in anymore to the king unless the king had taken delight in her and 
she had been called by name.”—Esther 2:13, 14.

The Scriptures say that Esther “was taken” to “the house of the women” for the lengthy, prescribed 
beauty regimen: “Then Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus . . . And the king came to love Esther more 
than all the other women, so that she gained more favor and loving-kindness before him than all the other 
virgins. And he proceeded to put the royal headdress upon her head and make her queen instead of 
Vashti.”—Esther 2:8, 9, 16, 17.

Did you note from the Bible account where the women were taken after they had spent the night with 
the king? ‘To the second house of the women, under the guardian of the concubines.’ So they had 
become concubines. Mordecai, the writer of the Bible book of Esther, was a Hebrew, and among his 
people back then, a concubine had the social status of a secondary wife. The divine law provided that an 
Israelite man could take a foreign girl who was captured during war, and she would become his 
concubine, or secondary wife, with rights and legal protection. (Deuteronomy 21:10-17; compare Exodus 
21:7-11.) Children born to such a legal concubine were legitimate and could gain inheritance. Jacob’s 12 



sons, forefathers of the 12 tribes of Israel, were the offspring of his wives and legal concubines.—Genesis 
30:3-13.

The procedure was that after the virgins were with the Persian king, they went to the house of 
concubines. This indicates that they became his secondary wives.

What about Esther? The Bible does not say that she slept with the king and thus gained his favor. It 
does not tell of her being taken to the house of concubines, but simply says: “Then Esther was taken to 
King Ahasuerus at his royal house . . . And the king came to love Esther more than all the other women.” 
Recall that earlier, without any sexual compromise of her virtuous and virgin state, she won the “loving-
kindness” of “Hegai the guardian of the women.” Further: “All the while Esther was continually gaining 
favor in the eyes of everyone seeing her.” (Esther 2:8, 9, 15-17) So Esther clearly impressed the king and 
won his respect, even as she had won the respect of others.

How thankful we can be to have the facts and insight that the Bible provides for us! Though we are 
thousands of years removed from the events, we thus have reason for confidence that Esther acted with 
true virtue and in accord with godly principles.

10. Why did Mordecai refuse to bow down to Haman? (Esther 3:2, 4) [it-2 p. 431 par. 7]

(Esther 3:2) And all the king’s servants that were in the king’s gate were bowing low and prostrating 
themselves to Ha′man, for so the king had commanded respecting him. But as for Mor′de·cai, he would 
neither bow low nor prostrate himself.

(Esther 3:4) And it came about that, as they talked to him day by day, and he did not listen to them, then they 
told Ha′man to see whether Mor′de·cai’s affairs would stand; for he had told them that he was a Jew.

*** it-2 p. 431 Mordecai ***

Refuses to Bow to Haman. Subsequent to this, Haman the Agagite was made prime minister by 
Ahasuerus, who ordered that all in the king’s gate prostrate themselves before Haman in his newly 
exalted position. Mordecai staunchly refused to do so and gave as a reason that he was a Jew. (Es 3:1-4) 
The fact that Mordecai based his action on this reason proves that it had to do with his relationship, as a 
dedicated Jew, to his God Jehovah. He recognized that prostrating himself before Haman involved more 
than falling down to the earth for an exalted personage, as Israelites had done in the past, merely 
acknowledging such a one’s superior position as ruler. (2Sa 14:4; 18:28; 1Ki 1:16) In Haman’s case there 
was good reason why Mordecai did not bow. Haman was probably an Amalekite, and Jehovah had 
expressed himself as being at war with Amalek “from generation to generation.” (Ex 17:16; see HAMAN.) 
It was a matter of integrity to God and not a political issue on Mordecai’s part.

Haman was infuriated, particularly after he realized that Mordecai was a Jew. So great was his hatred 
that the enjoyment of all his power and privileges was spoiled as long as Mordecai sat at the gate and 
refused to bow before him. Not limiting his vindictiveness to Mordecai alone, Haman extracted a decree 
from the king for the destruction of all of Mordecai’s people in the realm of Persia.—Es 3:5-12.


