
Questions & Scriptures That Refute the Trinity



    “Using the Scriptures to Refute the Trinity”  

#1. ] Why is Jesus called "the firstborn of 
all creation?" (Col 1:15)

#2. } Why did Jesus say he did not come 
of his "own initiative" but was "sent 
forth"? (John 8:42)

#3. ] Why did Jesus not know "the day or
the hour" of the Great Tribulation but only 
God did? (Matt 24:36)

#4. ]  Who did Jesus speak to in prayer?
(Matt 6:9, John 17:1)



#5. ] Why did Jesus say "the father is 
great than I am"? (John 14:28)

#6. ] How did Jesus "appear before the 
person of God for us?" (Heb 9:24)

#7. ] Who spoke to Jesus at the time of 
his baptism, saying, "this is my son"?
(Matt 3:17)

#8. ] How could Jesus be further exalted 
to a superior position? (Phil 2:9,10)

#9. ] How can Jesus be the "mediator 
between God and man" if he is God?
(1 Tim 2:5)

#10. ] Why did Paul say "the head of 
Christ is God"? (1 Cor 11:3)

#11. ]  Why did Jesus "hand over the 
kingdom to his God" and "subject himself 
to God" (1 Cor 15:24, 28)

#12. ] Who does Jesus refer to as "my 
God"? (John 20:17)

#13. ] Who is referred to prophetically at 
Prov. 8:22-31?

#14. ] How does Jesus sit at God's right 
hand? (Psalms 110:1)



#15. ] Why does John say "no man has 
seen God at anytime"? (John 1:18)

#16. ] Why does he ask not to be called 
"good," saying "nobody is good except 
one, God"? (Luke 18:19)

#17. ] Why does Daniel say "to him were 
GIVEN rulership…"? (Dan 7:13, 14)

#18. ] Why did people not die when they 
saw Jesus? (Ex. 33:20)

#19. ] How was Jesus dead and God alive 
at the same time? (Acts 2:24)

#20. ] Why did Jesus need someone to 
save him? (Heb 5:7)

The answer is simple.

Jesus is not God but his beloved, only 
begotten son and the Holy Spirit is Gods     

powerful active force. 
(Mark 9:7, Acts 10:38)

      For more information please visit

http://www.jw.org/en/search/?q=trinity

http://www.jw.org/en/search/?q=trinity


“Using the Scriptures to Refute the Trinity” 

 

All Answers to these Scriptures are taken from the ‘King James Bible’ 

 

1John 1:  

 

#1. ] Why is Jesus called "the firstborn of all creation?"  

 

King James Version 

Col 1:15 

15Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 

 

#2. } Why did Jesus say he did not come of his "own initiative" but was "sent 

forth"? 

• King James Version 

• Joh 8:42 

• 42Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I 

proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 

#3. ] Why did Jesus not know "the day or the hour" of the Great Tribulation but 

only God did? 

• King James Version 

• Mt 24:36 

• 36But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but 

my Father only. 

#4. ] Who did Jesus speak to in prayer? 

• King James Version 

• Mt 6:9 

• 9After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

•  

• King James Version 

• Joh 17:1 

• 17These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, 

the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 

#5. ] Why did Jesus say "the father is great than I am"? 

• King James Version 

• Joh 14:28 

• 28Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If 

ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my 

Father is greater than I. 



 

 

#6. ] How did Jesus "appear before the person of God for us?" 

• King James Version 

• Heb 9:24 

• 24For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 

figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 

for us: 

#7. ] Who spoke to Jesus at the time of his baptism, saying, "this is my son"? 

• King James Version 

• Mt 3:17 

• 17And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased. 

#8. ] How could Jesus be further exalted to a superior position?  

• King James Version 

• Php 2:9 

• 9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 

above every name: 

•  

• King James Version 

• Php 2:10 

• 10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 

things in earth, and things under the earth; 

#9. ] How can Jesus be the "mediator between God and man" if he is God? 

• King James Version 

• 1Ti 2:5 

• 5For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus; 

#10. ] Why did Paul say "the head of Christ is God"? 

• King James Version 

• 1Co 11:3 

• 3But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the 

head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God. 

 

 

 



 

• #11. ] Why did Jesus "hand over the kingdom to his God" and "subject 

himself to God" 

• King James Version 

• 1Co 15:24 

• 24Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 

even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and 

power. 

•  

• King James Version 

• 1Co 15:28 

• 28And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also 

himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all 

in all. 

#12. ] Who does Jesus refer to as "my God"? 

• King James Version 

• Joh 20:17 

• 17Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: 

but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your 

Father; and to my God, and your God. 

#13. ] Who is referred to prophetically at Prov. 8:22-31? 

• King James Version 

• Pr 8:22 

• 22The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of 

old. 

• King James Version 

• Pr 8:23 

• 23I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 

• King James Version 

• Pr 8:24 

• 24When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no 

fountains abounding with water. 

• King James Version 

• Pr 8:2525Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: 

• King James Version 

• Pr 8:26 

• 26While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of 

the dust of the world. 

• Pr 8:27 

• 27When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the 

face of the depth: 



 

• King James Version 

• Pr 8:28 

• 28When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains 

of the deep: 

• King James Version 

• Pr 8:29 

• 29When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his 

commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth: 

• King James Version 

• Pr 8:30 

• 30Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, 

rejoicing always before him; 

• King James Version 

• Pr 8:31 

• 31Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the 

sons of men. 

#14. ] How does Jesus sit at God's right hand? 

• King James Version 

• Ps 110:1 

• 110The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 

enemies thy footstool. 

• King James Version 

• Ac 7:55 

• 55But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and 

saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 

#15. ] Why does John say "no man has seen God at anytime"? 

• King James Version 

• Joh 1:18 

• 18No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 

bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 

• King James Version 

• Joh 1:29 

• 29The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb 

of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

• King James Version 

• Joh 1:34 

• 34And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

• King James Version 

• Joh 1:49 

• 49Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou 

art the King of Israel. 

 



 

#16. ] Why does he ask not to be called "good," saying "nobody is good except 

one, God"? 

• King James Version 

• Lu 18:19 

• 19And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, 

that is, God. 

#17. ] Why does Daniel say "to him were GIVEN rulership…"? 

• King James Version 

• Da 7:13 

• 13I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with 

the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him 

near before him. 

• King James Version 

• Da 7:14 

• 14And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 

people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an 

everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which 

shall not be destroyed. 

#18. ] Why did people not die when they saw Jesus? 

• King James Version 

• Ex 33:20 

• 20And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and 

live. 

#19. ] How was Jesus dead and God alive at the same time? 

• King James Version 

• Ac 2:24 

• 24Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was 

not possible that he should be holden of it. 

#20. ] Why did Jesus need someone to save him? 

• King James Version 

• Heb 5:7 

• 7Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and 

supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him 

from death, and was heard in that he feared; 

 

 

 



 

 

Jesus is not God but his beloved, only begotten son and the Holy Spirit is Gods 

powerful active force. 

• King James Version 

• Mr 9:7 

• 7And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the 

cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 

•  

• King James Version 

• Ac 10:38 

• 38How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: 

who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; 

for God was with him. 

Gods active force [Holy Spirit] not a person 

• Spirit.  

• The Hebrew word ru′ach and the Greek word pneu′ma, often translated “spirit,” 

have a number of meanings. All of them refer to that which is invisible to human 

sight and gives evidence of force in motion. The Hebrew and Greek words are used 

with reference to (1) wind, (2) the active life-force in earthly creatures, (3) the 

impelling force that issues from a person’s figurative heart and causes him to say and 

do things in a certain way, (4) inspired expressions originating from an invisible 

source, (5) spirit persons, and (6) God’s active force, or holy spirit.—Ex 35:21;   King 

James Version 

• Ex 35:21 

• 21And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his 

spirit made willing, and they brought the LORD’S offering to the work of the 

tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments. 

King James Version 

Ps 104:29 

29Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their breath, they die, 

and return to their dust. 

• King James Version 

• Mt 12:43 

• 43When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, 

seeking rest, and findeth none. 

•  

• King James Version 

• Lu 11:13 

• 13If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how 

much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 

him? 



 

• King James Version 

• Ac 2:4 

• 4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 

tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

•  

• Ac 2:4 

• 4καὶ 
and

 ἐπλήσθησαν 
they became filled

 πάντες 
all

 πνεύματος 
of spirit

 ,ἁγίου, 
holy

 καὶ 
and

 ἤρξαντο 
they started

 

λαλεῖν 
to be speaking

 ἑτέραις 
to different

 γλώσσαις 
tongues

 καθὼς 
according as

 τὸ 
the

 πνεῦμα 
spirit

 ἐδίδου 
was giving

 

ἀποφθέγγεσθαι 
to be uttering

 αὐτοῖς. 
to them.

 

•  

• King James Version 

• Mt 3:11 

• 11I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me 

is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you 

with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 

 

 



TESTING THE HOLY TRINITY'S FOUNDATION 

 

 

I. State the Trinity Teaching 

 

 A. Who the people of the Bible thought Jesus to be: 

 

1. First lets ask the angel Gabriel? 

    Luke 1:35  --  Son of God 

 

2. Next John the Baptist testified him to be: 

    John 1:34  --  Son of God 

 

3. Jehovah himself declared him to be his son: 

    Matthew 17:5 

 

4. Who did the apostle John say we need to believe Jesus to be? 

    1 John 4:15  --  The Son of God 

 

5. How about the apostle Peter (the so-called "head" of the largest church in  

Christendom teaching the Trinity)?  Let's hear from Peter: 

    Matthew 16:13-16  --  The Son of the Living God 

 

6. Who did God promise to send Himself? 

    John 3:16  --  His only-begotten Son 

 

7. Who did Jesus tell Thomas to believe him to be? 

    John 20:29-31  --  The Christ, The Son of God 

 

8. Now, let's hear from Jesus himself.  I wonder if he knew who he was??? 

    John 10:36  --  "I am God's Son." 

 

9. The chief priest of Israel said Jesus called himself what? 

    Matthew 27:43  --  God's Son 

 

10. Now did Jesus, under oath, declare himself to be God?  NO! 

    Matthew 26:63-64  --  God's Son 

 

11. What about Mark?  What did he have to say about it? 

    Mark 14:61-62  --  God's Son 

 

12. What about the testimony of an army officer? 

    Mark 15:34-39  --  Son of God 

 

13. Apostle Paul, the chief of the apostles, after getting the Truth went into the 

synagogues immediately and taught Jesus to be what?  The number two person of a 

Godhead???  Let's look and see: 

    Acts 9:20  --  No, it's not there either.  Paul said Jesus was the Son of God, after 

he returned to heaven. 

 



14. Well now, we have heard from the brothers in the early Christian 

congregations.  Maybe the brothers are mixed-up.  Let's ask a sister -- Martha -- 

who she believed Jesus to be: 

    John 11:27  --  Son of God 

 

 B. Consider:  Jesus gave us two important rules to go by to establish this 

argument. 

 

One is stated in Hebrews 7:7  --  One blessed is lesser than one blessing him. 

Read: Psalms 21:3  --  Jehovah blessed Jesus; so, who is greater? Jehovah, right!!!  

--  John 14:28 

Read: Genesis 14:18, 19  --  Who's greater:  Melchizedek or Abraham?  

Melchizedek right!!! 

 

Second:  The one sent is lesser than the one sending. 

Read: John 4:34  --  God sent Jesus 

John 13:16  --  Who's the greater:  Jesus or Jehovah? 

Read: 1 Corinthians 11:3 

 

 C. What about the demons?  Do you think the demons are Trinitarians?  Did they 

believe Jesus was God himself? 

Read: Luke 8:26-28 

 

II. Now that we have seen who the people of the Bible thought Jesus to be, let's look 

at the  other side of the mystery!!!! 

 

A. Who the clergy think Jesus to be: 

 

1. God, the Son. 

2. The 2nd person in the blessed Trinity. 

3. Equal to God. 

4. Has no beginning; not created. 

 

B. CONCLUSION:  Jesus is the son of the Living God. 

 

III. For the doubting Thomas' there is more proof!  And it is all from the Bible!  Read 

on: 

 

1. John 14:6  --  No one come to the Father except through me. 

 

2. He inherits all things from his Father.  --  Galatians 1:16; Hebrews 

1:2 

 

3. He helped his Father in the creation work.  --  Genesis 1:26; John 1:3; 

Colossians 1:16, 17 

Including millions of angels  --  Daniel 7:9, 10; Revelation 5:11 

 

4. Jesus continues as the Word of God or His spokesman, even after he returned to 

heaven.  --  Revelation 19:13, 16 

 



5. Jesus said he lived because of the Father.  --  John 6:56, 57 

 

6. Jesus credited the Father with the creation of all things. --  Matthew 

19:4-6 

 

7. If Jesus IS God, then God died on the torture stake and the Bible is wrong    

when it tells us God cannot die.  --  Habakkuk 1:12 

 

8. After the 1,000 years Jesus is still in subjection to his Father.  -- 

1 Corinthians 15:25-28 

 

9. Because Matthew 28:19 uses the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit together in one 

sentence, Trinitarians believe they are all one.  Ridiculous!!  If I say the Sun, Moon 

and Stars are the light of the Earth, I don't mean they are    one, do I?  NO! 

 

10. They say John 1:1 declares a trinity.  No, no.  Only two are there not three! 

 

Besides:  Read John 1:14  --  It says it was the Word of God that became flesh and 

NOT God Himself. 

 

Further, many people saw Jesus but the Bible says at John 1:18 that no man has 

ever seen God. 

 

11. Look up John 4:12  --  Something’s Jesus nor the angels knew 

-- Mark 13:32. 

He prayed to his Father for help.  --  Luke 22:41, 42 

 

12. Also, Jesus has a God, so , he cannot be God.  --  John 20:17 

 

13. John 17:3  --  He called his Father the only True God. 

 

14. Jesus is the first-born of all creation.  --  Revelation 3:14; 

Colossians 1:15-17 

 

15. Jehovah has no beginning.  He always was and always will be.  -- Psalms 90:2; 

Revelation 15:3 

 

16. Some use 1 John 5:7 to prove the Trinity.  Spurious text!  This is NOT in    

most manuscripts!! 

But, if it was, it STILL doesn't prove a Trinity because the 5th chapter of 1 John 

carries the theme of Jesus being the Son of God. 

 

17. So, if these three are in agreement, it is to this fact:  Jesus is the Son Of    God. 

God cannot lie  --  Titus 1:2 

God of Truth  --  Psalms 31:5 

His word is Truth  --  Psalms 119:160 

 

 

 

 



IV. Holy Spirit 

 

A. Greek word (Paraklete) means "helping hand." 

 

B. 20 - 25 years later these brothers could write down the truth with that power. 

  --  John 16:13 

 

C. Jesus is now the man in charge of the Holy Spirit. -- John 15:26; John 

16:7 

 

 D. He poured it out at Pentecost; you cannot pour out a person.  --  Acts 

2:17 

 

V. Quoted from Times Picayune, New Orleans, Louisiana  -- 

Recently, seven evangelical ministers wrote a book called Jesus Is Not God.  In it   

they stated that in 325 A.D., the theologians of that time made him God, instead   of 

the Son of God. 

 

So, who are we going to believe  --  the Bible or the clergy?!?!?!? 

 

Jesus says in John 17:17 that you can't go wrong when you believe the Bible. 

 

CASE CLOSED ................................................. John 8:32 

 

 



1 

 

Dozens of Questions for those who believe in the Trinity or that Jesus is God 

 

1: If the Trinity Doctrine is a Bible teaching then: 

why does the Bible consistently identify God by singular person pronouns: 

I – Me – He – and Him – instead of We – US – They or Them? 

2: If the Trinity doctrine is a Bible teaching’’’ 

then why is there not even one scripture which clearly defines the Trinity? 

3: If the Trinity doctrine is a Bible teaching... 

then why is there not even one scripture where God is described using the word ‘three’? 

4: If the Trinity Doctrine is a Bible teaching.. 

then why do many encyclopaedias, dictionaries and other sources [including Sir Isaac 

Newtown] agree that the ‘Trinity was a pagan corruption imposed on Christianity in the 

fourth century by Athanasius? 

5: if the Trinity doctrine is a Bible teaching.. 

then why do NUMEROUS encyclopaedias, agree that – the doctrine of the Trinity was of 

gradual and comparatively late formation; that it had its origin in a source entirely foreign 

from that of the Jewish and Christian scriptures; that it grew up, and was ingrafted on 

Christianity?-p34, The Church of the First Three Centuries, Alvan Lamson, D.D. 

6: If the Trinity Doctrine is a Bible Teaching.. 

then why does 2 Cor 13:14 say that the Lord Jesus Christ is one individual, the holy spirit is 

another individual [whether a person or a thing] and that ‘God id another dirrerent individual? 

7: If the Trinity Doctrine is a Bible Teaching.. 

then why didn’t Jesus ever teach that the Holy Spirit was God along with the Father and Son? 

8: If the Trinity Doctrine is a Bible Teaching 

then why is there not even one scripture of a vision, dream, or CLEAR description wherein 

God id shown as three persons? 

9: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why is ‘God the head of Christ just as Christ is head of every man’? [1 Cor 11:3] 
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10:  If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why does Scripture consistently phrase Jesus as a separate person from God? [John 

20:17, John 14:1, Mark 10:18, John 17:1-3, etc. Also in heaven, 1Cor 11:3 Luke 22:69; etc] 

11: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then how can jesus have a God? Could Almighty God have a God? [Mic 5:4; Ps 45:6-7: 

89:26; John 20:17; Rom 15:6; 2Cor.1:3; Eph 1:3; Col 1:3 Mark 15:34; John 17:1-3; also in 

heaven, Rev 1:6;l 3:2; 12 

12: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why does Scripture say he was born and is part of Creation? [Col1:15] 

13: If Jesus is Almighty God 

also, why does Rev 3:14 say that Jesus is ‘the beginning of the creation of God? 

14:  If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why is he subject to GOD, like we’re subject to him? [1 Cor 15:27, 28; Eph 1:17 

15: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why does Jesus not know what God knows? [Matt 24:36, Rev 1:1; Luke 8:45 

16: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why is Jesus still subject to God when he is a high as he will ever be? [1Cor 15:27-28] 

17: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why is he not powerful enough to subject things to himself? [1Cor 15:27; Eph 1:17, 22] 

18: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why would he have to be given any power and authority? [Matt 28:18; 11:27; John 5:22; 

17:2; 3:35; 2Pet 1:17] 

19: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why is speaking against him not as bad as speaking against the Holy Spirit? [Matt 

12:31,32; Luke 12:10] 

20: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why did he need to be saved? [Heb 5:7, John 12:27] 
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21: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why did he have to be exalted to Leader and Saviour? [Acts 5:31] 

22: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then how can the Father be greater than he? [John 14:28] 

23: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then how could he be with God [ho-theos]? [John 1:1] 

24: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then how could he receive strength from an angel? [Luke 22:43] 

25: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why does he have an archangel’s voice instead of God’s voice? [1Thess. 4:16] 

26: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then how could Jesus be exalted [not to become God himself], but to the position at the ‘right 

hand OF God’? [Acts 2:33] 

27: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then how could he come in the flesh? [1Kings 8:27; Acts 17:24-25] 

28: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then how could he die? Can God die? Can part of God die? [Rom 5:10; Acts 5:30; 1Cor 15:3; 

Hab. 1:12; 1Tim 6:16; Num 23:19; Ps 90:2; Dan 6:25-26 

29: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why is he called God’s ‘begotten’ Son before he came to earth? [John 3:16; Gal 4:4; 

1John 4:9] 

30: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why is it that God resurrected Jesus? [Acts 2:32] 

31: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then how can he be God’s servant? [Acts 4: 26-27 & 30] 

32: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why did Jesus call the ‘Father...the only true God? [John 17:3] 
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33: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why is he called the agency [dia] of creation and not the Originator [ek]? [1Cor 8:6; 

John 1:1-3; Prov 8:30; Heb 2:10; Col 1:15-16] 

34: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then how could he get commanded to do anything? [John 12:49; Deut 18:18] 

35: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why did he not come in his own name? [John 5:41-44] 

36: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why did Jesus ‘come down from heaven to do’ God’s will and not his own will? [Luke 

22:42; John 6:38; John 5:30; John 8:42;] 

37: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then why does the last Gospel writer not tell us so in his final conclusion? [John 20:31 John’s 

final conclusion] 

38: If Jesus is Almighty God 

then how could he appear before GOD? [Heb 9:24;] 

39: If the Holy Spirit Is Almighty God... 

Then why would Jews instruct in the Old Testament scriptures and in the teachings of John 

the Baptist, Not Even Know What The Holy Spirit Was? [Acts 19:2;] 

 40: If the Holy Spirit Is Almighty God... 

then why didn’t Jesus ever teach that the Holy Spirit was God along with the Father and Son? 

41: If the Holy Spirit Is Almighty God... 

then why does the Bible describe the Holy Spirit as an ‘it’? [Isa 34:16; Number 11:17, 25; 

and Romans 8:16, 26?] 

42: If the Holy Spirit Is Almighty God... 

then why did the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD disregard the Holy Spirit as a member of the 

Godhead when they declared Jesus to be ‘God’ in 325 AD? Why did they wait until the 

Council of Constantinople in 381 AD to include the Holy Spirit in the formula? 

43: If the Holy Spirit Is Almighty God... 

then why does the NT Greek Lexicon describes the Holy Spirit as ‘this’ at Acts 2:33? 
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44: If the Holy Spirit Is Almighty God... 

then why does the Bible describe the Holy Spirit as a thing that can be poured out into 

portions? [Acts 2:17-18; & 33; Numbers 11:17,25;] 

45: If the Holy Spirit Is Almighty God... 

then why is it sandwiched between a list of Qualities at 2 Cor 6:6? 

46: If the Holy Spirit Is Almighty God... 

then why do quotes from Trinitarians admit that the Holy Spirit is not God but rather is a 

force from God? 

 

Final Question: - ‘how MANY does ONE mean?’ 
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Was the Word “God” or “a god”? John 1vs 1 

THAT question has to be considered when Bible translators handle the first verse of the 

Gospel of John. In the New World Translation, the verse is rendered: “In the beginning the 

Word was, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.” (John 1:1) Some other 

translations render the last part of the verse to convey the thought that the Word was 

“divine,” or something similar. (A New Translation of the Bible, by James Moffatt; The New 

English Bible) Many translations, however, render the last part of John 1:1: “And the Word 

was God.”—The Holy Bible—New International Version; The Jerusalem Bible. 

Greek grammar and the context strongly indicate that the New World Translation rendering is 

correct and that “the Word” should not be identified as the “God” referred to earlier in the 

verse. Nevertheless, the fact that the Greek language of the first century did not have an 

indefinite article (“a” or “an”) leaves the matter open to question in some minds. It is for this 

reason that a Bible translation in a language that was spoken in the earliest centuries of our 

Common Era is very interesting. 

 The language is the Sahidic dialect of Coptic. The Coptic language was spoken in Egypt in 

the centuries immediately following Jesus’ earthly ministry, and the Sahidic dialect was an 

early literary form of the language. Regarding the earliest Coptic translations of the 

Bible, The Anchor Bible Dictionary says: “Since the [Septuagint] and the [Christian Greek 

Scriptures] were being translated into Coptic during the 3d century C.E., the Coptic version is 

based on [Greek manuscripts] which are significantly older than the vast majority of extant 

witnesses.” 

 

The Sahidic Coptic text is especially interesting for two reasons. First, as indicated above, it 

reflects an understanding of Scripture dating from before the fourth century, which was when 

the Trinity became official doctrine. Second, Coptic grammar is relatively close to English 

grammar in one important aspect. The earliest translations of the Christian Greek Scriptures 

were into Syriac, Latin, and Coptic. Syriac and Latin, like the Greek of those days, do not 

have an indefinite article. Coptic, however, does. Moreover, scholar Thomas O. Lambdin, in 

his work Introduction to Sahidic Coptic, says: “The use of the Coptic articles, both definite 

and indefinite, corresponds closely to the use of the articles in English.” 

 

Hence, the Coptic translation supplies interesting evidence as to how John 1:1 would have 

been understood back then. What do we find? The Sahidic Coptic translation uses an 

indefinite article with the word “god” in the final part of John 1:1. Thus, when rendered into 

modern English, the translation reads: “And the Word was a god.” Evidently, those ancient 

translators realized that John’s words recorded at John 1:1 did not mean that Jesus was to be 

identified as Almighty God. The Word was a god, not Almighty God. 

 

First Corinthians 8:6 says: “There is actually to us one God the Father.” Jesus is, not 

God, but “the Son of God.” (1 John 4:15) Likewise, the holy spirit is not God. The holy 

spirit is not even a person. It is God’s active force.—Acts 1:8; Ephesians 5:18. 

 



The Word: Or “the Logos.” Greek, ho lo_gos. Here used as a title, it is also used at Joh 1:14 

and Re 19:13. John identified the one to whom this title belongs, namely, Jesus. This title was 

applied to Jesus during his prehuman existence as a spirit creature, during his ministry on 

earth as a perfect man, and after his exaltation to heaven. Jesus was God’s Word of 

communication, or Spokesman, for conveying information and instructions to the Creator’s 

other spirit  sons and to humans. So it is reasonable to think that prior to Jesus’ coming to 

earth, Jehovah communicated with mankind through the Word, His angelic mouth piece.—

Ge 16:7-11; 22:11; 31: 11; Ex 3:2-5; Jg 2:1-4; 6:11, 12; 13:3. with: Lit., “toward.” In this 

context, the Greek preposition pros implies close proximity and fellowship. 

 

It also indicates separate persons, in this case, the Word and the only true God. the Word was 

a god: Or “the Word was divine [or, “a godlike one”].” This statement by John describes a 

quality or characteristic of “the Word” that is, Jesus Christ. 

 

The Word’s preeminent position as the firstborn Son of God through whom God created all 

other things is a basis for describing him as “a god; a godlike one; divine; a divine being.” 

Many translators favor the rendering “the Word was God,” equating him with God Almighty. 

However, there are good reasons for saying that John did not mean that “the Word” was 

the same as Almighty God. First, the preceding clause and the following clause both clearly 

state that “the Word” was “with God.” Also, the Greek word the·os_ occurs three times in 

verses 1 and 2. In the first and third occurrences, the·os_ is preceded by the definite article 

in Greek; in the second occurrence, there is no article. Many scholars agree that the absence 

of the definite article before the second the·os_ is significant. When the article is used in this 

context, the·os_ refers to God Almighty. 

 

On the other hand, the absence of the article in this grammatical construction makes the·os_ 

qualitative in meaning and describes a characteristic of “the Word.” Therefore, a number of 

Bible translations in English, French, and German render the text in a way similar to the 

New World Translation, conveying the idea that “the Word” was “a god; divine; a divine 

being; of divine kind; godlike.”  

 

Supporting this view, ancient translations of John’s Gospel into the Sahidic and the Bohairic 

dialects of the Coptic language, probably produced in the third and fourth centuries C.E., 

handle the first occurrence of the·os_ at Joh 1:1 differently from the second occurrence.  

 

These renderings highlight a quality of “the Word,” that his nature was like that of God, but 

they do not equate him with his Father, the almighty God. In harmony with this verse, Col 2:9 

describes Christ as having “all the fullness of the divine quality.” And according to 2Pe 1:4, 

even Christ’s joint heirs would “become sharers in divine nature.” Additionally, in the 

Septuagint translation, the Greek word the·os_ is the usual equivalent of the Hebrew 

words rendered “God,” _el and _elo·him_, which are thought to convey the basic meaning 

“Mighty One; Strong One.”  

 

These Hebrew words are used with reference to the almighty God, other gods, and humans. 

(See study note on Joh 10:34.) Calling the Word “a god,” or “a mighty one,” would be in line 

with the prophecy at Isa 9:6, foretelling that the Messiah would be called “Mighty God” (not 

“Almighty God”) and that he would be the “Eternal Father” of all those privileged to live as 

his subjects.  



Greek grammar and the context strongly indicate that the New World Translation rendering is 

correct and that “the Word” should not be identified as the “God” referred to earlier in the 

verse. 

 

Nevertheless, the fact that the Greek language of the first century did not have an indefinite 

article (“a” or “an”) leaves the matter open to question in some minds. It is for this reason 

that a Bible translation in a language that was spoken in the earliest centuries of our Common 

Era is very interesting. 

 

The language is the Sahidic dialect of Coptic. The Coptic language was spoken in Egypt in 

the centuries immediately following Jesus’ earthly ministry, and the Sahidic dialect was an 

early literary form of the language. Regarding the earliest Coptic translations of the Bible,  

 

The Anchor Bible Dictionary says: “Since the [Septuagint] and the [Christian Greek 

Scriptures] were being translated into Coptic during the 3d century C.E., the Coptic version is 

based on [Greek manuscripts] which are significantly older than the vast majority of extant 

witnesses.” 

 

The Sahidic Coptic text is especially interesting for two reasons. First, as indicated above, it 

reflects an understanding of Scripture dating from before the fourth century, which was when 

the Trinity became official doctrine. Second, Coptic grammar is relatively close to English 

grammar in one important aspect. The earliest translations of the Christian Greek Scriptures 

were into Syriac, Latin, and Coptic. Syriac and Latin, like the Greek of those days, do not 

have an indefinite article. 

 

Coptic, however, does. Moreover, scholar Thomas O. Lambdin, in his work Introduction to 

Sahidic Coptic, says: “The use of the Coptic articles, both definite and indefinite, corresponds 

closely to the use of the articles in English.” 

 

The fact that the Greek language of the first century did not have an indefinite article (“a” or 

“an”) leaves the matter open to question in some minds. It is for this reason that a Bible 

translation in a language that was spoken in the earliest centuries of our Common Era is very 

interesting The language is the Sahidic dialect of Coptic. The Coptic language was spoken in 

Egypt in the centuries immediately following Jesus’ earthly ministry, and the Sahidic dialect 

was an early literary form of the language. Regarding the earliest Coptic translations of the 

Bible, The Anchor Bible Dictionary says: “Since the [Septuagint] and the [Christian Greek 

Scriptures] were being translated into Coptic during the 3d century C.E., the Coptic version is 

based on [Greek manuscripts] which are significantly older than the vast majority of extant 

witnesses.” 

 

Hence, the Coptic translation supplies interesting evidence as to how John 1:1 would have 

been understood back then. What do we find? The Sahidic Coptic translation uses an 

indefinite article with the word “god” in the final part of John 1:1. Thus, when rendered into 

modern English, the translation reads: “And the Word was a god.” Evidently, those ancient 

translators realized that John’s words recorded at John 1:1 did not mean that Jesus was to be 

identified as Almighty God. The Word was a god, not Almighty God 



God Is a Trinity?

“The impression could arise that the Trinitarian dogma is in the last analysis a late 4th-century 
invention. In a sense, this is true . . . The formulation ‘one God in three Persons’ was not solidly 
established, certainly not fully assimilated into Christian life and its profession of faith, prior to the 
end of the 4th century.”—New Catholic Encyclopedia (1967), Volume 14, page 299.

“The Council of Nicaea met on May 20, 325 [C.E.]. Constantine himself presided, actively guiding 
the discussions, and personally proposed . . . the crucial formula expressing the relation of Christ 
to God in the creed issued by the council, ‘of one substance with the Father.’ . . . Overawed by the 
emperor, the bishops, with two exceptions only, signed the creed, many of them much against their 
inclination.”—Encyclopædia Britannica (1970), Volume 6, page 386.

What does the Bible say?
“Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at God’s right hand. ‘Look! I can see heaven thrown open,’ he said, ‘and the Son of man 
standing at the right hand of God.’”—Acts 7:55, 56, The New Jerusalem Bible.

What did this vision reveal? Filled with God’s active force, Stephen saw Jesus “standing at God’s 
right hand.” Clearly, then, Jesus did not become God again after his resurrection to heaven but, 
rather, a distinct spiritual being. There is no mention of a third person next to God in this account. 
Despite attempts to find passages of Scripture to support the Trinity dogma, Dominican priest 
Marie-Émile Boismard wrote in his book À l’aube du christianisme—La naissance des dogmes (At 
the Dawn of Christianity—The Birth of Dogmas): “The statement that there are three persons in the 
one God . . . cannot be read anywhere in the New Testament.”

The dogma that Constantine championed was intended to put an end to dissensions within the 
fourth-century Church. However, it actually raised another issue: Was Mary, the woman who bore 
Jesus, “the Mother of God”? 

Compare these Bible verses: 

Matthew 26:39; 
And going a little way forward, he fell facedown, praying: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup 
pass away from me. Yet, not as I will, but as you will.”

John 14:28; 
 You heard that I said to you, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you 
would rejoice that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I am

1 Corinthians 15:27, 28; 
For God “subjected all things under his feet.” But when he says that ‘all things have been 
subjected,’ it is evident that this does not include the One who subjected all things to him. 28 But 
when all things will have been subjected to him, then the Son himself will also subject himself to 
the One who subjected all things to him,

Colossians 1:15, 16

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 because by means of him all 
other things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the things visible and the things 
invisible, whether they are thrones or lordships or governments or authorities. All other things have 
been created through him and for him.



Bear in mind that this part of the Bible was originally written in Greek. Later, translators rendered 
the Greek text into other languages. A number of Bible translators, though, did not use the phrase 
“the Word was God.” Why not? Based on their knowledge of Biblical Greek, those translators 
concluded that the phrase “the Word was God” should be translated differently. How? Here are a 
few examples: “The Logos [Word] was divine.” (A New Translation of the Bible) “The Word was a 
god.” (The New Testament in an Improved Version) “The Word was with God and shared his 
nature.” (The Translator’s New Testament) According to these translations, the Word is not God 
himself. * Instead, because of his high position among Jehovah’s creatures, the Word is referred to 
as “a god.” Here the term “god” means “mighty one.”

For instance, consider what John further writes in chapter 1, verse 18: “No man has seen 
[Almighty] God at any time.” However, humans have seen Jesus, the Son, for John says: “The 
Word [Jesus] was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory.” (John 1:14, KJ) How, 
then, could the Son be part of Almighty God? John also states that the Word was “with God.” But 
how can an individual be with someone and at the same time be that person? Moreover, as 
recorded at John 17:3, Jesus makes a clear distinction between himself and his heavenly Father. 
He calls his Father “the only true God.” And toward the end of his Gospel, John sums up matters 
by saying: “These have been written down so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God.” (John 20:31) Notice that Jesus is called, not God, but the Son of God. This additional 
information provided in the Gospel of John shows how John 1:1 should be understood. Jesus, the 
Word, is “a god” in the sense that he has a high position but is not the same as Almighty God

if you are not sure what the Bible writer John was really saying about the relationship  between 
Jesus and Almighty God, you could turn to another Bible writer for further information. Consider 
what was written by Matthew, for example. Regarding the end of this system of things, he quotes 
Jesus as saying: “Concerning that day and hour nobody knows, neither the angels of the heavens 
nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Matthew 24:36) How do these words confirm that Jesus is not 
Almighty God?

“The Council of Nicaea met on May 20, 325 [C.E.]. Constantine himself presided, actively guiding 
the discussions, and personally proposed . . . the crucial formula expressing the relation of Christ 
to God in the creed issued by the council, ‘of one substance with the Father.’ . . . Overawed by the 
emperor, the bishops, with two exceptions only, signed the creed, many of them much against their 
inclination.”—Encyclopædia Britannica (1970), Volume 6, page 386.

What does the Bible say?
“Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at God’s right hand. ‘Look! I can see heaven thrown open,’ he said, ‘and the Son of man 
standing at the right hand of God.’”—Acts 7:55, 56, The New Jerusalem Bible.

What did this vision reveal? Filled with God’s active force, Stephen saw Jesus “standing at God’s 
right hand.” Clearly, then, Jesus did not become God again after his resurrection to heaven but, 
rather, a distinct spiritual being. There is no mention of a third person next to God in this account. 
Despite attempts to find passages of Scripture to support the Trinity dogma, Dominican priest 
Marie-Émile Boismard wrote in his book À l’aube du christianisme—La naissance des dogmes (At 
the Dawn of Christianity—The Birth of Dogmas): “The statement that there are three persons in the 
one God . . . cannot be read anywhere in the New Testament.”

God Is a Trinity?



Greek grammar and the context strongly indicate that the New World Translation rendering is 
correct and that “the Word” should not be identified as the “God” referred to earlier in the verse. 
Nevertheless, the fact that the Greek language of the first century did not have an indefinite article 
(“a” or “an”) leaves the matter open to question in some minds. It is for this reason that a Bible 
translation in a language that was spoken in the earliest centuries of our Common Era is very 
interesting.

 The language is the Sahidic dialect of Coptic. The Coptic language was spoken in Egypt in the 
centuries immediately following Jesus’ earthly ministry, and the Sahidic dialect was an early literary 
form of the language. Regarding the earliest Coptic translations of the Bible, The Anchor Bible 
Dictionary says: “Since the [Septuagint] and the [Christian Greek Scriptures] were being translated 
into Coptic during the 3d century C.E., the Coptic version is based on [Greek manuscripts] which 
are significantly older than the vast majority of extant witnesses.”

The Sahidic Coptic text is especially interesting for two reasons. First, as indicated above, it 
reflects an understanding of Scripture dating from before the fourth century, which was when the 
Trinity became official doctrine. Second, Coptic grammar is relatively close to English grammar in 
one important aspect. The earliest translations of the Christian Greek Scriptures were into Syriac, 
Latin, and Coptic. Syriac and Latin, like the Greek of those days, do not have an indefinite article. 
Coptic, however, does. Moreover, scholar Thomas O. Lambdin, in his work Introduction to Sahidic 
Coptic, says: “The use of the Coptic articles, both definite and indefinite, corresponds closely to the 
use of the articles in English.”

The fact that the Greek language of the first century did not have an indefinite article (“a” or “an”) 
leaves the matter open to question in some minds. It is for this reason that a Bible translation in a 
language that was spoken in the earliest centuries of our Common Era is very interesting

 The language is the Sahidic dialect of Coptic. The Coptic language was spoken in Egypt in the 
centuries immediately following Jesus’ earthly ministry, and the Sahidic dialect was an early literary 
form of the language. Regarding the earliest Coptic translations of the Bible, The Anchor Bible 
Dictionary says: “Since the [Septuagint] and the [Christian Greek Scriptures] were being translated 
into Coptic during the 3d century C.E., the Coptic version is based on [Greek manuscripts] which 
are significantly older than the vast majority of extant witnesses.”

Hence, the Coptic translation supplies interesting evidence as to how John 1:1 would have been 
understood back then. What do we find? The Sahidic Coptic translation uses an indefinite article 
with the word “god” in the final part of John 1:1. Thus, when rendered into modern English, the 
translation reads: “And the Word was a god.” Evidently, those ancient translators realized that 
John’s words recorded at John 1:1 did not mean that Jesus was to be identified as Almighty God. 
The Word was a god, not Almighty God.

Was the Word “God” or “a god”?



MANY people view the Trinity as “the central doctrine of the Christian religion.” According to this 
teaching, the Father, Son, and holy spirit are three persons in one God. Cardinal John O’Connor 
stated about the Trinity: “We know that it is a very profound mystery, which we don’t begin to 
understand.” Why is the Trinity so difficult to understand?

The Illustrated Bible Dictionary gives one reason. Speaking of the Trinity, this publication admits: “It 
is not a biblical doctrine in the sense that any formulation of it can be found in the Bible.” Because 
the Trinity is “not a biblical doctrine,” Trinitarians have been desperately looking for Bible texts—
even twisting them—to find support for their teaching.

A Text That Teaches the Trinity?

A triune godhead
Is Jesus God?

MANY people view the Trinity as “the central doctrine of the Christian religion.” According to this 
teaching, the Father, Son, and holy spirit are three persons in one God. Cardinal John O’Connor 
stated about the Trinity: “We know that it is a very profound mystery, which we don’t begin to 
understand.” Why is the Trinity so difficult to understand?

The Illustrated Bible Dictionary gives one reason. Speaking of the Trinity, this publication admits: “It 
is not a biblical doctrine in the sense that any formulation of it can be found in the Bible.” Because 
the Trinity is “not a biblical doctrine,” Trinitarians have been desperately looking for Bible texts—
even twisting them—to find support for their teaching.

A Text That Teaches the Trinity?

One example of a Bible verse that is often misused is John 1:1. In the King James Version, that 
verse reads: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God [Greek, ton the·on′], and 
the Word was God [the·os′].” This verse contains two forms of the Greek noun the·os′ (god). The 
first is preceded by ton (the), a form of the Greek definite article, and in this case the word the·on′ 
refers to Almighty God. In the second instance, however, the·os′ has no definite article. Was the 
article mistakenly left out?

Why is the Trinity doctrine so difficult to understand?

The Gospel of John was written in Koine, or common Greek, which has specific rules regarding the 
use of the definite article. Bible scholar A. T. Robertson recognizes that  if both subject and 
predicate have articles, “both are definite, treated as identical, one and the same, and 
interchangeable.” Robertson considers as an example Matthew 13:38, which reads: “The field 
[Greek, ho a·gros′] is the world [Greek, ho ko′smos].” The grammar enables us to understand that 
the world is also the field.

What, though, if the subject has a definite article but the predicate does not, as in John 1:1? Citing 
that verse as an example, scholar James Allen Hewett emphasizes: “In such a construction the 
subject and predicate are not the same, equal, identical, or anything of the sort.”



To illustrate, Hewett uses 1 John 1:5, which says: “God is light.” In Greek, “God” is ho the·os′ and 
therefore has a definite article. But phos for “light” is not preceded by any article. Hewett points out: 
“One can always . . . say of God He is characterized by light; one cannot always say of light that it 
is God.” Similar examples are found at John 4:24, “God is a Spirit,” and at 1 John 4:16, “God is 
love.” In both of these verses, the subjects have definite articles but the predicates, “Spirit” and 
“love,” do not. So the subjects and predicates are not interchangeable. These verses cannot mean 
that “Spirit is God” or “love is God.”

Identity of “the Word”?

Many Greek scholars and Bible translators acknowledge that John 1:1 highlights, not the identity, 
but a quality of “the Word.” Says Bible translator William Barclay: “Because [the apostle John] has 
no definite article in front of theos it becomes a description . . . John is not here identifying the 
Word with God. To put it very simply, he does not say that Jesus was God.” Scholar Jason David 
BeDuhn likewise says: “In Greek, if you leave off the article from theos in a sentence like the one in 
John 1:1c, then your readers will assume you mean ‘a god.’ . . . Its absence makes theos quite 
different than the definite ho theos, as different as ‘a god’ is from ‘God’ in English.” BeDuhn adds: 
“In John 1:1, the Word is not the one-and-only God, but is a god, or divine being.” Or to put it in the 
words of Joseph Henry Thayer, a scholar who worked on the American Standard Version: “The 
Logos [or, Word] was divine, not the divine Being himself.”

Jesus made a clear distinction between him and his Father

Does the identity of God have to be “a very profound mystery”? It did not seem so to Jesus. In his 
prayer to his Father, Jesus made a clear distinction between him and his Father when he said: 
“This means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of you, the only true God, and of the one 
whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.” (John 17:3) If we believe Jesus and understand the plain 
teaching of the Bible, we will respect him as the divine Son of God that he is. We will also worship 
Jehovah as “the only true God.”


