


Jonah originally served as a prophet to the Northern Kingdom of Israel in the days of King Jeroboam II. 
2 Kings 14:23-25  

Jehovah commanded Jonah to travel to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, 500 miles north-east, to warn 
them that their great city was going to be destroyed. Jonah 1:1, 2.  
Instead of obeying Jehovah, Jonah ran away, toward Tarshish (Spain) over 2500 miles west Jonah 1:3. 

When some think of Jonah, they think of him as disobedient or cowardly. But he must have had some good 
qualities, because he had actually worked hard and faithfully in Israel. The Israelites of his day were 
materialistic and pleasure-lovers, who disregarded all the bad things that were taking place in the land.  

The assignment to go to Nineveh involved a difficult challenge. To reach that city, Jonah had to travel some 
500 miles on foot, a difficult journey that would take about a month. Once there, the prophet would have to 
preach to the Assyrians, who were noted for their cruelty. One of their kings boasted of his mistreatment of 
his enemies: “Many captives from among them I burned with fire. From some I cut off their noses, their 
ears and their fingers, of many I put out the eyes. I made one pillar of the living and another of heads.” 
Captives of her wars were regularly burned or skinned alive. Frequently, captives were led by cords 
attached to hooks that pierced the nose or lips. Look what they were called at Nahum 3:1, 7. 

Reluctant to obey Jehovah’s command, Jonah boarded a ship that carried him away from his assignment. Once 
at sea, he goes below deck and falls asleep. Nevertheless, Jehovah did not give up on his prophet. Instead, 
Jehovah acted to bring Jonah to his senses. God caused a violent storm to come up at sea. Jonah 1:4  

Innocent men were about to perish, all because of Jonah! How would he react? Not wanting the sailors 
aboard the vessel to lose their lives on his account, Jonah told them what to do. Jonah 1:12, 15 

Jonah was willing to sacrifice himself so the sailors would not perish. That showed real courage and love. 
The water closes over Jonah, yet he can still breathe. Jonah finds himself in a truly unique place. Jonah 1:17. 

Some say, “That’s impossible! No creature in the sea could swallow a man whole.” But either a sperm whale or 
a great white shark are now known to be able to do this. National Geographic magazine offered another 
possibility—the whale shark. The largest known shark, it can grow to 70 feet in length and weigh 70 tons. 
“The whale shark’s unusual digestive anatomy lends itself to Jonah stories. It is easy to imagine yourself 
being inadvertently sucked into a whale shark’s mouth, which is huge. The cavernous mouth of even a small 
adult whale shark could easily accommodate a pair of Jonahs.” 

Yet, how could anyone get out? National Geographic says: “Sharks have a non-harmful way of getting rid 
of large objects of they cannot digest. A shark can slowly empty its cardiac stomach by turning it inside 
out and pushing it through the mouth. So, you could come gliding out on a mucus-covered carpet, slimier 
but perhaps wiser for the experience.” 

The sperm whale, having a huge square-shaped head that makes up about one third of its length, is fully capable 
of swallowing a man whole.  

On the other hand, it is possible that the great white shark was the fish that swallowed Jonah. One of these 
that was caught in 1939 contained two whole 6 foot long sharks in its stomach—each about the size of a man. 

It should be noted, however, that the Bible simply states: “Jehovah appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah,” 
the kind of fish is not specified. So we cannot determine what “fish” might have been involved.  

In fact, man’s knowledge of the creatures inhabiting the seas and oceans is nowhere near incomplete. The 
magazine Scientific American noted: “As it has in the past, further exploration of the [ocean depths] will 
undoubtedly reveal undescribed creatures including members of groups thought long extinct.” God could 
have used a creature unknown to modern science. 

Inside the fish, Jonah has time to reflect on his situation and pray to Jehovah. For example, to him it seemed 
that the fish’s belly would become his grave. Jonah 2:1, 2  

Even though he has started praying to Jehovah, his situation seems really bad. Jonah 2:3, 5 
Though he is in extreme danger, Jonah does not think: ‘I am so distressed that I cannot pray.’ Instead, he 
carries on his prayer: Jonah 2:7 From heaven, Jehovah heard Jonah and rescued him. Jonah 2:10 

Did Jonah’s actions disqualify him from ever again serving God? No, Jehovah kindly renewed the prophet’s 
commission to preach to the Ninevites.  

When Jonah arrived in Nineveh, he courageously told its inhabitants that their great badness had come 
to God’s attention. After hearing Jonah’s message, the Ninevites repented, and begin to put faith in God. 
Their city was then spared. Jonah 3:5, 10  
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